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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


*ARE  WE  LIVING  “IN  HIS  STEPS  ”? 

Miss  Ina  Faris. 

There  is  a question  which  comprehends 
all  others,  which  has  to  do  not  only  with  our 
existence  here,  but  which  determines  our 
eternal  destiny.  In  what  way  to  treat  the 
body ; in  what  way  to  treat  the  mind ; in 
what  manner  to  treat  the  soul ; in  brief,  how 
to  live  completely?  Since  this  is  the  great 
thing  needful  for  us  to  learn  in  order  that 
we  may  use  all  our  faculties  to  the  greatest 
advantage  of  ourselves  and  others  and  for 
the  honor  and  glory  of  our  Creator,  it  is  a 
question  which  should  call  forth  our  deep- 
est thought,  and  it  behooves  us  to  consider 
it  not  in  a vague  half-conscious  way,  but 
carefully,  methodically,  prayerfully. 

We  all  have  our  ideals  either  in  reality  or 
imagination  ; but  there  is  only  one  whom 
we  can  safely  imitate  at  all  times  and  under 
all  circumstances,  because  He  alone  was  a 
living  example  of  perfection.  As  sea  sands 
are  made  beautiful  by  their  bearing  the  seal 
of  the  motion  of  the  waters,  so  we  may  say 
that  our  lives  are  beautiful  just  in  propor- 
tion as  they  have  been  cleansed  and  purified 
by  the  blood  which  flowed  on  Calvary,  and 
consequently  just  in  proportion  as  they 
bear  the  image  of  Him  who  His  own  self 
bare  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree, 
that  we  being  dead  to  sins,  should  live  unto 
righteousness.  This  is  our  high  calling. 

♦ Read  attbe  Young  People's  Convention  of  Iowa  Pres- 
bytery, at  Morning  Sun,  la.,  August  15,  1S99,  and  pub- 
lished by  request. 


“ For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called : be- 
cause Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving 
us  an  example,  that  ye  should  follow  His 
steps  who  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  His  mouth.”  The  Psalmist  says  ; 
“ Righteousness  shall  go  before  Him  and 
shall  set  us  in  the  way  of  His  steps.”  We 
may  easily  walk  in  that  way  if  we  will ; for 
although  it  is  a narrow  road,  it  is  also  a 
straight  one,  since  our  perfect  example  has 
gone  before,  making  the  crooked  places 
straight,  and  smoothing  the  rough  places 
in  our  pathway. 

Practical  righteousness  is  what  we  as 
Christian  Endeavorers  need,  if  we  would 
cope  with  existiug  evils.  If  we  confess  a 
good  creed  and  yet  live  selfish  and  worldly 
lives,  we  most  certainly  are  not  loyal  to 
Christ ; our  hearts  are  not  responsive  to 
the  Master’s  love  ; we  are  not  living  in  His 
steps.  “ Occupy  till  I come  ” is  a commis- 
sion the  fulfillment  of  which  requires  us  to 
walk  in  the  steps  of  the  Master,  and  one 
which  brings  with  it  opportunities  and  re- 
sponsibilities greater  by  far  than  our  short- 
sighted experience  recognizes  and  more 
wonderful  than  our  weak  faith  grasps.  The 
commission  is  universal,  and  yet  there  are 
places  in  the  Master’s  kingdom  unoccupied 
and  undeveloped,  possessions  waiting  for 
those  who  have  character,  wisdom  and  skill, 
ready  by  inheritance  and  by  preparation  to 
take  possession  of  the  heritage  of  promise. 

In  this  connection  we  must  recognize  the 
fact,  “ Whosoever  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest 
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shall  be  servant  of  all.”  Therefore,  if 
we  would  become  noted  in  the  world  of  ac- 
tivity and  of  life,  if  we  would  live  in  His 
steps,  we  must  attain  this  distinction  by 
personal  sacrifice  and  by  greatness  of  serv- 
ice. We  have  our  vocation,  our  calling 
in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  in  order  that 
we  may  achieve  the  most  determinative  re- 
sults— and  that  we  may  reach  the  highest 
degree  of  attainable  perfection,  without 
which  we  cannot  please  God,  we  must  take 
the  only  perfect  pattern  and  mold  our  lives 
accordingly,  we  must  yield  to  the  influence 
of  His  Holy  Spirit,  knowing  that  then  we 
will  be  guided  into  all  truth.  Some  one 
has  said,  “ Thei-e  is  no  school  like  God’s 
large  school-house,  and  there  are  no  school- 
days to  be  compared  to  the  three- score-and- 
ten  years  in  which  we  move  to  and  fro  about 
this  school-house  of  the  Father,  with  our 
books  not  slung  over  our  shoulder,  but  car- 
ried in  the  heart.”  We  need  not  add  that 
Jesus  is  our  teacher.  Even  when  very 
young  we  are  called  upon  to  deny  ourselves, 
the  first  step  in  true  disciplesbip.  All  that 
this  includes  we  may  know  by  a diligent 
study  of  the  life  of  Christ.  We  see  Him 
about  His  Father’s  business  when  but 
twelve  years  of  age ; we  see  Him  spending 
all  His  previous  life  as  a preparation  for 
His  three  years’  ministry ; so  if  we  would 
be  successful  in  our  work  for  Him, 
thorough  prepai'ation  is  an  essential  ele- 
ment. Thorough  preparation,  coupled 
with  earnestness  and  zeal,  will  insure  the 
greatest  efficiency  as  we  undertake  Chris- 
tian duties  and  privileges. 

The  steps  of  Christ,  beginning  with  His 
birth  in  Bethlehem,  lead  onward  and  up- 
ward to  His  Atonement  on  Calvary.  His 
steps  are  not  so  hard  to  follow  but  that  we 
may  walk  in  them  so  closely  that  we  will 
be  lead  not  to  a physical  death,  but  to  a life 
in  which  we  will  ever  be  in  view  of  the 
Cross,  and  in  which  we  will  be  dead  unto 
sin.  The  steps  of  our  Master  may  be 


included,  we  think,  in  the  following  sum- 
mary: courtesy,  charity,  sympathy,  faith, 
obedience,  sacrifice,  all  of  which  may  be 
comprised  in  the  one  word — love.  “ Every 
person  enjoys  just  as  much  of  God’s  grace 
and  possesses  just  as  much  spiritual  power 
at  any  time  as  he  really  desires,”  is,  doubt- 
less, a true  remark,  so  let  us  seek  for  these 
tokens  of  discipleship  which  are  an  absolute 
necessity,  as  we  strive  to  imitate  our  great 
leader. 

As  we  study  the  details  of  Christ’s  life, 
we  learn  that  He  did  everything  in  a cour- 
teous way.  We  certainly  would  be  able  to 
accomplish  very  little,  looking  at  it  from  a 
worldly  standpoint,  without  this  element, 
and  our  effort  to  lead  souls  to  the  Saviour 
would  doubtless  be  impaired — in  fact,  as  a 
consequence  of  a lack  of  courtesy,  we 
might  be  the  means  of  driving  some  farther 
away  from  His  fold. 

Christ  was  very  charitable  and  sym- 
pathetic in  His  dealings  with  humanity, 
and  His  radiant  spirit  still  shines  forth 
to  bless  mankind.  How  ready  He  was  to 
forgive  the  offender,  and  how  prompt  to 
make  His  way  among  those  who  needed  a 
helping  hand  and  desired  a Saviour’s  bless- 
ing. With  whom  did  He  sympathize  ? The 
rich,  the  poor,  the  high,  the  low,  the  op- 
pressed, regardless  of  their  station  in  life. 
No  one  is  able  to  accomplish  this  noble 
work  so  successfully  as  that  character  which 
combined  all  that  is  noble  in  man  with  the 
perfection  of  God  ; but  yet  if  we  would 
follow  in  His  steps,  our  aims  must  be 
Christ-like.  With  Christ-like  compassion 
we  should  bend  over  the  fallen,  and  seek  by 
the  warmth  of  a loving  nature  to  win  them 
for  God  and  Heaven.  In  all  their  afflic- 
tion He  was  afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  His 
presence  saved  them  ; in  His  love  and  in 
His  pity  He  redeemed  them ; and  He  bare 
them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days  of  old.” 

Faitb,  obedience,  love,  sacrifice,  how 
much  this  comprehends.  They  are 
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elements  which  pervaded  the  whole  of  the 
Christ-life,  and  they  are  graces  to  which 
every  true  believer  is  a joint-heir.  Faith 
is  the  very  foundation  stone  of  Christian 
character,  and  just  so  surely  as  the  night 
follows  the  day,  and  so  surely  as  these  are 
gifts  of  God,  the  other  graces  will  natu- 
rally follow,  and  will  lead  us  on  in  the  steps 
of  the  Saviour  until  we  behold  Him  at  His 
Father’s  right  hand. 

Ruskin  speaks  of  obedience  as  the 
crowning  grace  of  all  the  rest,  that  prin- 
ciple to  which  polity  owes  its  stability,  life 
its  happiness,  faith  its  acceptance,  creation 
its  continuance.  If  obedience  is  the  crown- 
ing grace,  sacrifice  is  a principle  which  was 
born  with  Christ  in  the  manger  at  Bethle- 
hem, which  accompanied  Him  all  through 
His  life,  making  it  one  of  complete  servi- 
tude, and  which  as  a result  of  our  sins  was 
with  Him  when  He  bowed  His  head  on 
Calvary.  Sacrifice  implies  a giving  up  with 
loss.  During  the  Old  Testament  dispensa- 
tion, it  was  the  spotless — the  best  of  the 
flock  that  was  offered  to  God,  and  costli- 
ness must  be  an  acceptable  condition  in  all 
human  offerings  to-day.  Each  of  us  has 
received  at  least  one  talent,  and  in  the  day 
of  final  ingathering  we  should  return  it 
unto  the  Lord  with  a gain.  We  should  use 
our  abilities  where  the  most  good  may  be 
accomplished,  regardless  of  worldly  gains, 
and  if  we  truly  value  the  human  soul  ac- 
cording to  Christ’s  estimate,  we  will  not 
desire  to  do  otherwise.  How  devoted  our 
lives  would  be  if  we  could  say  as  one 
strikingly  expresses  it,  “ I want  to  do  some- 
thing that  will  cost  me  something  in  the 
way  of  sacrifice.  I am  hungx-y  to  suffer 
something.” 

We  have  the  perfect  portrait  in  the  Word 
of  God.  Is  such  a life  too  ideal  for  us  to 
imitate  ? Are  we  awake  to  the  great 
realities  of  life  ? Or  are  we  negligent  while 
countless  multitudes  go  down  to  eternal 
death  ? Do  we  realize  the  opportunities 


and  responsibilities  which  are  ours?  Are 
we  as  Christian  Endeavor  societies 
living  in  His  steps  ? The  question  is 
plural  in  form  but  one  which  must  be 
answered  individually,  because  personally 
we  are  accountable  to  God,  but  we  may  do 
much  to  help  each  other  as  we  strive  to  do 
the  Master’s  bidding.  Time  for  reflection 
and  for  asking  ourselves  such  questions  is 
very  necessary,  and  in  the  end  there  will 
be  time  saved  if  we  follow  Christ’s  example 
and  have  our  seasons  of  retirement.  Speak- 
ing figui-atively,  we  should  sit  alone  with 
our  conscience,  as  it  were,  and  review  the 
past  as  well  as  anticipate  the  future.  We 
will  then  be  better  qualified  for  solving  the 
problems  of  life. 

The  number  of  our  Christian  Endeavor 
societies  is  increasing,  and  the  work 
achieved  by  them  has  been  marvelous ; but 
have  we  done  as  much  as  we  could  ; have 
our  efforts  cost  us  much  in  the  way  of 
sacrifice  ? We  have  our  comfortable  homes. 
The  Son  of  Man  had  not  where  to  lay  His 
head.  We  have  our  desirable  companions. 
He  was  a friend  of  publicans  and  sinners. 
We  enjoy  so  many  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  became  a pauper  for  our  sakes,  and  was 
buried  in  a borrowed  tomb.  We  are  thank- 
ful that  our  lot  has  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant 
places ; but  we  should  be  willing  to  part 
with  all  these  blessings  if  necessax-y,  and 
even  with  our  own  kindred,  in  order  to  be 
Christ’s  disciples. 

Our  Saviour  leads  the  way  to  missionary 
fields  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  He 
turns  to  us  and  says  : “ Follow  thou  Me 
but  in  doing  so  He  does  not  wish  us  to 
pass  by  the  outcasts  in  the  slums  of  our 
cities,  many  of  whom  are  mere  wrecks  of 
humanity,  their  condition  being  more  dire- 
ful, if  possible,  than  that  of  the  blackest 
characters  in  heathendom,  and  many  of 
whom  are  experiencing  some  of  the  bitter 
realities  of  a hell  on  earth  as  a result  of 
the  drink  traffic.  Can  we  paint  the  picture 
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too  dark  ? Many  of  them  are  deprived  of 
tlie  natural  sunlight  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  are  dwarfed  physically ; but  it  is  the 
duty  and  privilege  of  Christians  to  lift 
them  up  into  an  atmosphere  where  they 
may  enjoy  the  sunshine  of  God’s  love  and 
the  showers  of  His  grace.  The  notoriously 
wicked  and  refined  in  high  places,  who  are 
lost  behind  the  fog-banks  of  doubt  and 
infidelity,  and  our  neighbor  at  home  who 
may  be  in  spiritual  darkness,  must  not  be 
overlooked.  The  times  demand  united 
effort  on  our  part.  The  Ingersolls  of  to- 
day, and  all  the  leaders  of  un-Cbristian 
forces,  must  be  met  and  put  to  confusion 
before  the  Lord  of  Hosts  as  He  leads  His 
people  forth,  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. 

If  we,  as  Chi’istian  Endeavorers,  would 
preface  every  word  and  deed  by  the  queries, 
“ Are  we  living  in  His  steps?  ” and  “ What 
would  Jesus  do?”  we  could  not  but  reflect 
the  Christ-life  in  our  daily  walk.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  Jesus  spirit  and  practice  to 
every-day  life  is,  doubtless,  a serious  thing, 
and  it  requires  a knowledge  of  Him  and  an 
insight  into  His  motives  possessed  only  by 
completely  consecrated  lives.  The  seal  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  demands  the  doing  of  right 
regardless  of  consequences.  Our  reasonable 
service  is  to  present  our  bodies  as  a living 
sacrifice,  and  only  when  this  obligation  is 
fulfilled  will  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep  be  able  to  present  us  before  the 
Father  as  individuals,  as  Christian  En- 
deavor societies,  without  spot  or  wrinkle, 


when  the  race  of  life  is  completed  and  the 
crown  of  righteousness  bestowed. 

Our  C.  E.  pledge  requires  loyalty.  Do 
we  fully  comprehend  what  it  means?  I 
promise  Him  that  I will  strive  to  do  what- 
ever He  would  like  to  have  me  do.  We  have 
put  our  hands  to  the  plow  ; we  cannot  turn 
back.  We  realize  that  when  weighed  in 
the  balance  of  infinite  justice,  leaving  out 
the  element  of  justification,  the  writing  in 
the  case  of  each  of  us  is,  “ Thou  art  weighed 
in  the  balance  and  found  wanting;”  but 
over  against  this  and  canceling  it,  as  it 
were,  as  a result  of  true  penitence  on  our 
part,  may  be  written  ih  letters  of  blood  by 
our  Saviour’s  hand,  “ Thy  sins  are  for- 
given.” “ I have  redeemed  thee.”  “I  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love.”  Are 
we  heroes  and  heroines  in  the  Christian 
warfare?  Are  we  living  “in  His  steps?” 
To  be  loyal  to  Christ  is  to  follow  in  His 
footsteps,  to  follow  Him  whithersoever  He 
goes,  whether  this  leads  us  to  enjoy  the 
desirable  things  of  this  life,  or  calls  us  to 
forsake  all  these  and  scale  the  heights  un- 
til we  reach  the  summit,  until  like  Him  wTe 
are  perfected  through  suffering. 

“ Be  what  thou  seemest ; live  thy  creed  ; 

Hold  up  to  earth  the  torch  divine ; 

Be  what  thou  prayest  to  be  made; 

Let  the  great  Master’s  steps  be  thine  ; 
Sow  love  and  taste  its  fruitage  pure ; 

Sow  peace  and  reap  its  harvest  bright ; 
Sow  sunbeams  on  the  rock  and  moor, 

And  find  a harvest  home  of  light.” 


Olive  Trees  will  esteem  it  a great  favor ; if  each  subscriber 
will  commend  its  value  as  a missionary  agency  and  thus  widen 
its  circulation  and  influence. 


News  of  the  Churches. 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — Writing  from  Kessab, 
August  10,  1899,  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 
says:  We  closed  school  on  the  6th  of 

July,  and  in  a few  days  all  of  our  pupils 
had  gone  to  their  homes.  Most  of  the 
boys  made  good  progress  in  their  studies 
during  the  year,  and  I hope  some  of  them 
carried  away  truth  in  their  minds  and 
hearts  that  will  influence  their  lives.  I have 
come  to  love  them  much,  and  while  glad  of 
the  vacation  rest,  I was  sorry  to  see  them 
go  away.  It  is  agreed  that  I remain  in 
charge  of  them  until  the  time  that  Miss 
Wylie  leaves  for  America,  and  while  I know 
we  cannot  make  any  plans  now  for  the 
future,  still  I hope  that  when  she  returns  I 
may  be  allowed  to  work  among  the  boys 
again. 

Mr.  Stewart  has  spent  no  idle  time 
since  his  return.  He  has  been  almost 
over  the  whole  field,  preaching  somewhere 
every  Sabbath.  There  is  plenty  of  need 
for  him,  too,  and  it  is  a great  help  to  have 
him  back  again.  But  he  does  not  seem  so 
well  as  we  would  like  to  see  him,  and  he  is 
in  danger  of  working  too  hard  though  this 
first  summer.  . . . 

Suadia,  Syria. — The  following  items  are 
from  a letter  written  by  Miss  Meta  Cun- 
ningham, August  8th,  1899  : 

Mr.  Stewart  has  preached  for  us  two 
Sabbaths.  It  was  a great  treat,  as  his 
preaching  is  so  practical.  Mr.  Ibrahim 
Jokki  was  away  in  Beirut.  I quite  endorse 
Mr.  Dodds’  statement  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Ibrahim.  He  seems  to  me  to  be  more 
spiritual  in  his  teaching,  but  he  is  so  tied 
down  by  his  unfortunate  marriage  connec- 
tions that  outside  the  pulpit  his  influence 
is  nothing.  ...  I had  a long  visit  from 
one  of  the  Greek  priests  here.  There  used 
to  be  four,  but  two  have  died.  Amongst 


other  things,  he  said  that  he  himself 
deplored  the  Sabbath  breaking  and  the 
drinking,  but  that  he  was  powerless  to  do 
anything.  When  he  remonstrated  with 
them  they  told  him  that  they  would  become 
Moslems  if  he  interfered  with  them.  He 
said  : “ I am  only  a priest.  What  can  I do  ?” 
The  evil  is  from  those  who  are  higher  in 
authority.  When  he  was  going  away  I 
gave  him  a tract,  and  he  said  : “ I was  in 
hopes  that  you  would  make  me  a present 
of  a Bible.”  I thought  to  myself  that  if  he 
was  so  anxious  to  have  one  that  he  could 
easily  buy  it.  However,  I dare  say  I will 
send  him  one  and  trust  that  he  will  read 
it,  and  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  leading 
him  into  the  Light. 

We  may  have  a communion  in  the  fall, 
and  then  I think  I will  have  more  news  to 
write.  Please  do  not  be  anxious  about  me. 
I never  felt  better  or  more  able  to  work, 
and  I will  do  all  I can  to  keep  things  going 
until  some  one  comes.  I have  a capital 
helper  in  the  girls’  school,  and  one  who 
gives  me  every  comfort.  All  the  meetings 
are  going  on  as  usual.  I wish  you  could 
see  our  mothers’  meeting.  Sixty  and 
seventy  women  with  their  children  gathered 
in  of  a Tuesday  afternoon  for  the  Sabbath 
school  lesson.  I can’t  believe  that  it  will 
produce  no  fruit,  but  in  any  case  it  is  a 
glorious  opportunity  to  tell  of  Jesus  and 
His  love.  Last  week  I had  them  to  dinner, 
and  they  all  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves. 
Even  in  the  worst  weather  they  come  in, 
and  now  in  the  heat  of  summer  and  work  of 
harvest  they  come  as  usual,  certainly  not 
all  of  them,  but  the  greater  part.  . . . 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — In  a letter  from 
Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  dated  August  9th,  he 
says : The  work  in  Tarsus  is  in  a pros- 
perous condition.  M.  Ismail  Mahloof  is  a 
model  of  diligence  and  fidelity.  In  Guzne 
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everything  has  gone  smoothly  and  pleas- 
antly this  summer.  Pupils  and  teachers 
have  all  been  on  their  good  behavior.  M. 
Philip  has  been  conducting  a day  school. 
It  is  not  very  large,  but  it  is  a new  feature. 
We  never  before  had  a teacher  who  could 
attract  pupils  during  vacation  months.  He 
received  a letter  from  a brother  who  is 
studying  for  the  priesthood  in  Jerusalem, 
full  of  anguish  and  distress  on  account  of 
Philip’s  defection  from  the  Church  of 
Rome.  He  received  word  of  it  just  a short 
time  after  learning  of  his  father’s  death. 
He  said  it  was  a much  harder  blow  than 
the  tidings  of  his  father’s  death,  “for  he 
died  peaceably,  as  a good  man  performing 

the  sacramental  duty  of  his  Church 

Then  came  the  terrifying  news  of  your 
apostasy.  You  have  been  favored  with  an 
education  better  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us 
obtained.  But  worldly  gain  has  seduced 
you  to  a dreadful  fall,  for  I am  sure  you 
did  not  become  a Protestant  from  any 
good  motives,  but  from  love  of  mammon. 
But  it  was  too  little  for  you  to  desert  the 
faith ; you  must  aggravate  your  siii  by 
speaking  against  the  Holy  Catholic  Church. 
You  must  defend  the  heresies  of  your 
present  sect.  Repent,  my  brother!  Re- 
pent, lest  God  close  your  mouth  and  cut 
out  your  tongue ! Repent,  and  do  not 
break  my  heart ! I write  to  you  in  love.  I 
have  weighed  my  words.  Listen  to  the 
loving  solicitations  of  one  who  kisses  your 
cheeks.” 

I had  hoped  that  M.  Philip’s  wife  would 
incline  to  study  the  Scriptures  and  accept 
their  terms,  for  she  is  quite  young  and 
rather  amiable ; but  at  present  she  seems 
set  against  the  truth.  M.  Philip  Ata 
Allah  comes  of  an  esteemed  and  aristo- 
cratic family.  We  have  neighbors  here 
from  Alexandria  who  know  the  family  well. 
According  to  present  appearances  he  may 
be  cut  out  of  his  share  of  the  estate  on 
account  of  his  change  of  religion.  . . . His 


mother,  however,  does  not  reproach  him. 
This  is  a great  comfort  to  him,  for  he 
dreaded  her  distress  and  displeasure  more 
than  all  else. 

Cyprus.  — Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  writing 
August  2,  gives  the  following  account  of  two 
visits  to  the  village  of  Thalli : “ It  is  near 

the  road  to  Nicosia  and  about  sixteen  miles 
from  Larnaca.  It  has  about  1,500  inhabi- 
tants, mostly  Greeks — only  a few  Moslems. 
The  chief  man  and  postmaster  is  Kon 
Kostin.  This  man  came  to  the  clinic  for 
treatment,  remaining  about  a week  in  Lar- 
naca, and  during  that  time  he  heard  the 
gospel  read  with  our  explanation  and  was 
very  much  pleased. 

“ He  came  three  afternoons  to  talk  about 
religion  and  seemed  very  much  interested, 
and  also  came  to  school  on  Sabbath. 

“ When  he  was  leaving  he  asked  me  to 
go  to  his  village,  advising  me  to  come  on  a 
big  feast  day,  so  that  many  people  could 
hear.  We  promised  to  go  on  the  next  feast 
day,  which  was  April  6.  He  asked  many 
questions  as  to  the  reason  that  we  believed 
certain  things  that  were  contrary  to  the 
teachings  of  his  church.  In  reply  I simply 
gave  him  a Bible  that  he  might  read  verses 
for  himself.  That  was  a new  way  of  dis- 
cussing. 

“ When  the  ‘ feast  day  ’ came  we  went  to 
Thalli  and  found  many  people.  Mr.  De- 
metrius was  with  me,  and  having  read  a 
passage  from  the  Gospels,  he  gave  them  a 
good  talk.  I then  treated  fifty  or  sixty 
patients,  and  after  I had  finished  read  and 
spoke  to  them  for  a while.  We  both  had 
an  audience  of  about  150,  and  the  people 
were  very  quiet  and  attentive. 

“ We  had  our  dinner  with  us,  but  our 
friend’s  wife  had  made  preparation  and  in- 
sisted that  we  should  eat  with  them.  We 
had  some  Gospels  and  Testaments  with  us. 
The  little  nine-year-old  son  of  our  friend 
sold  nearly  all  of  them  for  us.  We  went 
home  feeling  that  we  had  spent  a very 
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pleasant  day.  We  made  many  acquaint- 
ances, and  they  asked  us  to  come  again. 

“When  Rev.  Moschou,  of  Smyrna,  came 
I thought  this  village  would  be  a good 
place  to  take  him,  and  so  on  May  8 we 
started  for  Thalli  in  the  afternoon.  The 
people  were  not  expecting  us,  and  many  of 
the  men  were  away  at  work  and  only  came 
home  late  at  night.  The  postmaster  made 
us  welcome,  b'^t  said  he  feared  we  could 
not  get  the  people  together  to  have  a meet- 
ing. He  and  the  schoolmaster,  however, 
took  us  for  a walk,  and  the  postmaster  told 
all  the  men  we  met  to  come  to  his  shop  at 
8 o’clock  p.  m.  At  that  hour  there  were 
more  than  80  present,  and  among  them 
several  Moslems. 

“ Rev.  Moschou  gave  them  a good  ser- 
mon, and  they  were  much  pleased.  At  the 
close  he  announced  that  I would  hold  a 
clinic  the  next  morning. 

“The  village  school  teacher  was  very 
friendly,  and  after  Rev.  Moschou  had  fin- 
ished speaking  came  with  several  other 
young  men  and  had  a long  talk.  Rev. 
Moschou  showed  them  very  plainly  that 
the  true  Christian  life  was  not  a thing  of 
idle  words,  but  was  made  up  of  deeds  done 
for  the  love  of  Christ. 

“ There  was  a room  across  the  street  for 
travelers,  and  we  expected  to  sleep  there. 
But  our  friend  would  not  hear  of  such  a 
thing.  He  took  us  upstairs  in  his  house  and 
gave  us  a room  for  each  with  good  beds. 

“We  had  gone  into  my  room  and  were 
about  to  read  a portion  of  Scripture  and 
have  prayer  before  retiring  for  the  night. 

“Just  then  we  heard  a knock  at  the  door, 
and  our  friend  came  in  with  his  wife. 

“Rev.  Moschou  had  a long  talk  with  them, 
and  the  man’s  wife  seemed  as  much  inter- 
ested as  himself. 

“ When  they  rose  to  go  I explained  to 
them  what  we  were  about  to  do  when  they 
came  in,  and  also  that  it  was  our  custom  to 
have  prayers  with  our  families  every  night 


and  morning  when  we  were  at  home.  We 
told  them  if  they  wished  to  remain  and 
join  us  that  they  were  welcome.  They 
seemed  pleased  and  sat  down.  I read  the 
chapter  and  Rev.  Moschou  led  in  prayer. 
It  was  a pleasant  thing  to  take  part  in 
family  worship  in  a Greek  home,  knowing 
that  it  was  the  first  time  either  father  or 
mother  in  the  family  had  witnessed  such  a 
service.  I write  these  little  things  to  show 
the  methods  we  employ  in  trying  to  get 
our  ideas  of  a Christian  life  before  the 
people,  trusting  that  God  may  bless  our 
feeble  endeavors. 

“ July  1st,  ’99,  we  came  to  Sefkai-a.  We 
have  been  here  over  a month.  I hold 
clinics  Mondays  and  Fridays,  with  an 
average  of  about  90  to  hear  the  Gospel 
and  about  70  who  come  for  treatment.  We 
celebrated  July  4th  with  a clinic.  Over 
100  were  present.  I heard  no  sound  of 
cannon  or  firecrackers,  but  the  babies 
gave  us  plenty  of  vocal  music. 

“At  every  meeting  several  priests  are 
present,  and  many  come  in  and  listen  who 
are  not  sick  and  do  not  ask  for  medicine. 

“ Mr.  Demetrius  was  with  me  the  first 
month,  and  now  I have  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Yamvois. 

“They  speak  one  day  and  I the  other 
each  week.  It  is  much  cooler  here  than  in 
Larnaca,  and  our  chance  to  work  is  even 
better  than  there,  and  with  God’s  blessing 
we  hope  that  our  vacation  may  be  a bless- 
ing to  this  village. 

“Mr.  Vamvois  is  busy  talking  with  the 
people  and  trying  to  sell  Bibles  when  he  is 
not  helping  me.” 

China. — In  a recent  letter  Rev.  A.  I. 
Robb  says : At  last,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
we  received  word  of  the  proceedings  of 
Synod  and  the  June  and  July  numbers  of 
Olive  Teees,  with  letters  from  home,  after 
nearly  six  weeks  of  silence.  The  mails  have 
had  hard  things  said  about  them  in  China 
recently,  and  we  are  not  the  only 
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unfortunates.  However,  we  do  not  often 
have  to  complain,  and,  as  it  does  no  good, 
perhaps  it  is  best  to  let  matters  pass  with- 
out complaint. 

We  are  now  in  Macao  for  a little  rest 
daring  the  heat.  Thus  far  this  summer  is 
much  the  warmest  we  have  had,  and  I 
believe  the  signal  stations  report  the  hot- 
test July  for  seven  years.  The  thermome- 
ter has  been  close  to  90  night  and  day 
most  of  the  month,  and  has  gone  as  high  as 
99  more  than  once.  I have  left  my  teacher 
in  Tak  Hing  for  the  time.  He  is  not  a 
preacher  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  but  is  a 
pretty  fair  bookseller  and  can  talk  well  with 
private  individuals,  and  that  is  the  way 
most  of  the  converts  are  gained  in  China, 
as  elsewhere. 

New  Hebrides. — The  two  following 
items  are  taken  from  Rev.  Fred  I.  Paton’s 
letter  to  Quarterly  Jottings  for  July  : 

At  Burumba,  Epi,  the  work  was  never 
more  promising  and  the  people  seem  most 
anxious  to  learn  ; 150  were  on  the  roll  of 
the  candidates’  class  of  the  Beirian  people, 
and  100  in  the  class  among  the  Burumba 
people,  where  formerly  there  were  only 
twenty.  In  December  the  last  heathen 
village  on  the  Burumba  side  agreed  to  take 
a teacher.  At  Bierra  a few  villages  still 
hold  aloof.  There  is,  however,  an  im- 
mense amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  edu- 
cating and  Christianizing  those  who  have 
come  the  length  of  attending  school.  Like 
every  other  place  this  has  lost  by  young 
men  leaving  for  Queensland. 

Since  last  Synod  seven  more  young  men 
from  Nguna  have  gone  to  the  Tangoa 
Training  Institute.  On  October  16,  1898, 
at  Nguna  the  church  was  crowded,  and 
twenty-nine  adults  and  twenty-eight  chil- 
dren were  baptized,  and  four  more  who 
had  been  baptized  in  infancy  were  admitted 
to  the  Lord’s  table.  About  287  communi- 
cated. The  forenoon  collection  amounted 
to  £17  Is  Id.,  a wonderful  collection. 


Manchoria. — The  extraordinary  advance 
of  the  missionary  work  within  this  province 
calls  for  repeated  notice.  The  report  that 
in  the  year  1897  the  number  of  baptized 
persons  had  nearly  doubled,  increasing 
from  5,800  to  10,255,  is  followed  by  a state- 
ment that  the  applicants  for  baptism  are 
now  reckoned  by  the  thousand.  A paper 
by  Mrs.  Christie,  in  the  Woman’s  Work  in 
the  Far  East,  says  that  “ the  great  diffi- 
culty now  is,  not  as  formerly  to  draw  the 
people  in,  but  to  keep  out  those  who  would 
enter  from  wrong  motives.”  It  is  but  fif- 
teen years  since  missionaries  began  to 
reside  at  Moukden,  in  Manchuria.  On 
opening  a girls’  school  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  everything  for  the  scholars,  but 
now,  instead  of  needing  bribes  to  send 
their  daughters,  parents  are  willing  to  pay 
their  expenses.  In  every  part  of  the 
province  people  are  seeking  to  enter  the 
church.  The  missionaries,  who  are  all  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  or  the 
Uuited  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland, 
observe  strict  rules  in  the  reception  of 
applicants  who  are  not  regarded  as  such 
without  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of 
sincerity  and  some  Christian  knowledge. 
After  that  they  must  wait  at  least 
nine  months  before  being  examined  for 
baptism. 

Mrs.  Christie  says : “ Even  then  only 
those  are  baptized  who,  as  one  missionary 
puts  it,  ‘ cannot  be  refused.’  ” In  spite  of 
this,  the  members  are  not  only  steadily  but 
rapidly  increasing  till  the  work  is  almost 
too  great  to  be  overtaken.  In  seeking  to 
account  for  the  remarkable  advance  two  or 
three  causes  are  named,  such  as  the  defeat 
of  China  by  Japan  and  the  power  of  the 
church  to  protect  its  members.  Among 
the  spiritual  influences,  the  daily  preaching 
in  street  chapels  and  medical  mission  work 
have  proved  most  potent.  Into  almost 
every  village  and  hamlet  in  Southern  Man- 
churia some  medical  patient  has  gone, 


News  of  the  Churches. 


301 


carrying  more  or  less  knowledge  of  Chris- 
tian faith  and  practice,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  has  made  wonderfully  fruitful  this 
scattered  seed. — Missionary  Herald. 

Africa. — At  the  anniversary  of  the  Brit- 
ish Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  Rev.  Mr. 
Mowson  gives  the  following  summary  of 
their  work  : 

“During  the  past  nine  years  our  churches 
have  grown  from  46  to  142  ; our  preaching 
places,  from  97  to  296 ; ministers  and 
assistant  ministers,  from  2 1 to  43  ; our  paid 
lay  workers,  from  41  to  113;  our  unpaid 
workers,  from  374  to  1,128.  We  had  nine 
years  ago  2,299  full  members  of  our 
church  ; to-day  we  have  8,794,  an  increase 
of  6,945,  which  is  no  mean  increase  for  one 
of  the  daughter  churches  of  our  mother 
church.  We  had  620  members  on  trial 
then,  but  we  have  to-day  3,506 ; we  had 
2,514  scholars,  but  to-day  we  have  9,784. 
Nine  years  ago  we  ministered  to  11,000 
worshipers  in  our  churches ; to-day  we 
minister  to  no  less  than  46,000  persons. 
The  increase  of  the  past  two  years,  I 
venture  to  say,  has  been  the  most  remark- 
able increase  which  any  of  our  missionary 
districts  has  ever  had  to  report.  We  have 
added  to  our  membership  in  the  past  two 
years  over  2,100  full  members.  We  have 
to-day  no  less  than  12,200  class  members. 
I speak  of  them  as  class  members  because 
so  many  of  them  are  members  on' trial,  but 
they  are  members  who  have  served  one, 
two,  three,  four  or  five  years,  and  are  still 
serving  their  probation  in  order  that  we 
may  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  they  are  fit 
to  receive  the  sacrament  of  Christian 
baptism,  and  to  be  admitted  to  the  table 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa.  — A farewell  meeting 
was  held  in  Faith  Chapel  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  April  26,  for  A.  A.  Samson 
and  C.  A.  Dodds  and  James  McGaw. 


Messrs.  Samson  and  Dodds  had  been  con 
nected  with  the  Mission  as  missionaries, 
and  Mr.  McGaw  as  teacher  in  the  Sabbath 
school.  The  exercises  consisted  of  ad- 
dresses from  Alice  Sherbon,  Otto  Lampus, 
Ida  E.  Henzel,  Dr.  J.  W.  Sproull  and  Jno. 
Woessner,  and  a presentation  speech  by 
Mr.  Norman  Euwer,  to  which  Messrs. 
Dodds,  McGaw  and  Samson  briefly  re- 
sponded. The  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  taken  up  in  social  enjoyment,  during 
which  refreshments  were  served. 

These  young  men  were  very  closely 
associated  with  the  Mission  during  their 
seminary  career  and  showed  they  were 
very  much  interested  in  its  welfare.  Com. 

Miss  C.  A.  Smith,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Central  Allegheny  R.  P. 
Congregation,  died  at  the  home  of  her 
brother,  near  Pittsburgh,  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1899.  As  long  as  health  permitted 
she  was  actively  engaged  in  church  work. 
For  many  years  she  was  Treasurer  of  the 
Missionary  Society  and  one  of  the  most 
efficient  teachers  the  Sabbath  school  ever 
had.  When  failing  health  necessitated  her 
retiring  from  active  work  her  interest  did 
not  cease.  In  her  will  she  remembered  the 
congregation,  the  schemes  of  the  church, 
as  also  other  objects.  Her  death,  which 
she  had  for  some  time  been  expecting,  but 
which  at  the  last  was  sudden,  was  without 
a struggle.  She  quietly  passed  away. 

J.  W.  S. 

Colbenham,  N.  Y. — The  fall  meeting  of 
New  York  Presbytery  will  be  held  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  October  (the  17th),  in  the 
Coldenham  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
at  1 f.  m. 

The  moderator  and  elders  of  Coldenham 
congregation  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
pare a program,  fittingly  celebrating  the 
centennial  of  the  building  of  the  church. 

Samuel  McNaugher,  Clerk. 

Fairgrove,  Mioh. — The  regular  annual 
meeting  of  Lakes  Presbytery  will  be  held 
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in  Fairgrove,  Mich.,  the  second  Tuesday 
in  October,  7.30  p.  m. 

C.  McLeod  Smith,  Clerk. 

Morning  Sun,  Ia. — The  7th  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Young  People’s  Presbyterial 
•was  called  to  order  by  our  President,  Mr. 
Win.  Robb,  at  10  a.  m , Aug.  15,  1899.  The 
devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by 
Miss  Rae  McElhinney,  of  Washington.  A 
roll  of  the  delegates  was  made  out  by  the 
secretary.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing were  read  and  approved.  A Nominating 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  president, 
which  consisted  of  Miss  Lois  Trumbull, 
Miss  Margaret  Greer  and  Mr.  Will  Cannon. 

The  treasurer’s  report  was  then  read  and 
accepted.  As  a five-cent  tax  imposed  on 
the  societies  had  not  been  paid,  a motion 
was  made  and  carried  that  one  delegate 
from  each  society  be  appointed  to  see  that 
this  tax  be  collected  as  soon  as  possible.  . . 

In  the  afternoon  the  devotional  exercises 
were  conducted  by  Miss  Margaret  Greer,  of 
Hopkinton.  The  report  of  the  nominat- 
ing committee  was  then  read  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : President,  Mr.  Milton  Meliaffey ; 

Vice-President,  Miss  Lily  Joseph  ; Record- 
ing Secretary,  Miss  Rae  McElhinney ; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  May  Robb ; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  O. Carson. 

A paper  entitled,  “Are  We  Living  ‘In 
His  Steps  ’ ? ” was  read  by  Miss  Ina  Faris, 
after  which  there  was  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion on  the  topic.  Miss  Esther  Samson 
read  a paper  on  “Glimpses of  City  Mission 
Work.” 

The  Misses  Lela  McElhinney,  Elsie  Mc- 
Elhinney and  Blanche  Wilson  then  favored 
the  convention  with  a song,  following 
which  there  was  an  open  parliament,  a 
discussion  of  methods  of  work  : 

1.  What  can  a society  do  for  the  unsaved 
around  them  ? 

a.  In  organizing  Sabbath  schools. 

b.  In  organizing  C.  E.  societies. 

c.  In  a social  way. 


2.  What  can  a society  do  to  help  its 
own  church? 

a.  In  getting  acquainted. 

b.  In  beautifying  the  church. 

c.  In  helping  all  other  church  work. 

3.  Personal  work. 

a.  Preparatory  Bible  study. 

b.  Work  among  the  fallen  and  ignorant. 

c.  Work  among  the  “ moral  and  edu- 
cated.” 

The  meeting  was  closed  by  prayer. 

The  convention  having  been  called  to 
order  in  the  evening,  Miss  Minnie  L. 
Wilson,  of  Morning  Sun,  led  the  praise 
service. 

The  convention  was  favored  with  a song 
by  the  children. 

As  Mr.  S.  J.  Johnson,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  read  a paper  on  “ The  Sepa- 
rated Life,”  was  not  present,  this  paper 
was  omitted.  The  convention  then  enjoyed 
a reading  given  by  Mrs.  W.  S McClellan. 
The  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  G.  W.Benn.  His  theme  was, “Loy- 
alty to  my  church.  What  does  it  mean  to 
our  young  people  ? ” The  address  was  a 
profitable  one,  and  a vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Rev.  Mr.  Benn. 

Dr.  Trumbull  then  made  a few  remarks, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Benn,  who  en- 
lightened us  concerning  the  Chicago 
Mission. 

Motion — that  the  address  given  by  Mr. 
Benn,  and  the  papers  read  by  Miss  Esther 
Samson  and  Miss  Ina  Faris  be  published 
in  the  Olive  Trees. 

The  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Hopkinton  in  1900. 

William  Robb,  Pres. 

Tirza  Samson,  Rec.  Sec. 

Olive  Trees  has  omitted  from  minutes 
detailed  reports  of  Societies,  as  they  have 
already  appeared  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Standard,  where  they  properly 
belong.  The  meeting  seems  to  have  been 
very  interesting  and  profitable. 
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The  month  of  August  was  more  event- 
ful than  ordinary  in  the  history  of  Morn- 
ing Sun  congregation.  During  that 
month  the  people  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  and  hearing  three  of  our  mission- 
aries. Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds,  missionary  elect 
to  Latakia,  preached  August  6 ; Rev.  J. 
Boggs  Dodds,  missionary  to  Suadia, 
preached  August  20,  and  Rev.  Elmer  Mc- 
Burney  spoke  to  the  people  August  30  con- 
cerning the  work  in  China. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  C.  E.  Asso- 
ciation of  Towa  Presbytery  held  a very  in- 
teresting meeting  in  Morning  Sun  Church 
August  15. 

The  Willson  families  held  a reunion  in 
the  bounds  of  this  congregation  August  23. 
One  hundred  and  fifteen  descendants  of 
Zaccheus  Willson,  who  was  born  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  in  1753  and  died  in  1827, 
gathered  at  the  home  of  a great-grandson, 
J.  T.  Hensleigh,  a deacon  of  Morning  Sun 
congregation.  One  hundred  and  five  of 
these  were  descendants  of  John  Z.  Willson, 
who  settled  on  Sharon  prairie,  Iowa,  in 
1853.  The  others  represented  the  families 
of  Rev.  James  R.  Willson,  D.  D.,  Isaac 
Willson  and  Robert  Willson,  all  sons  of 
Zaccheus  Willson.  After  a bountiful  repast 
tbere  were  songs  and  exercises  by  the 
young  people  and  talks  by  several  ministers 
present.  The  occasion  was  a memorable 
and  an  enjoyable  one. 

Sacramental  services  began  August  25, 
with  Prof.  D.  B.  Willson,  D.  D.,  as  the  pas- 
tor’s assistant.  He  preached  Friday  morn- 
ing on  the  blessedness  of  hungering  and 
thirsting  after  righteousness,  Matt.  5 : 6. 
Licentiate  G.  W.  Benn,  who  was  present 
through  all  the  services,  preached  Friday 
evening  on  “The  Necessity  of  the  Atone- 
ment.” His  text  was  Heb.  9 : 22.  Dr. 
Willson  preached  Saturday  on  Psalms  45 : 
22,  and  showed  how  believers  see  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  a wondrous  beauty. 
Sabbath  morning  his  discourse  was  based 


on  Heb.  2 : 17,  and  treated  of  the  office 
and  work  of  our  great  High  Priest,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  doctor  discoursed  Sabbath 
evening  on  Acts  5:  31,  enforcing  the  truth 
that  “ God  has  exalted  Jesus  Christ  to  be- 
stow saving  benefits  upon  His  people.”  The 
services  of  Monday  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  A.  Holmel1,  of  Ballybay,  Ireland.  His 
text  was  Heb.  7 : 25.  His  theme  was 
“Jesus  Christ  an  All-sufficient  Saviour.” 
All  the  discourses  were  instructive,  edifying 
and  comforting.  The  attendance  was  good 
at  all  the  services.  The  number  of  com- 
municants was  larger  by  fifteen  than  ever 
before  in  the  bistory  of  the  congregation, 
which  number  represents  the  net  increase 
of  the  year. 

In  closing  the  record  of  the  month  an 
event  of  interest  to  friends  throughout  the 
church  may  be  mentioned,  to  wit : the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Joseph  D.  Boal  and  Miss 
Annette  Kilpatrick.  This  happy  event 
occurred  on  the  evening  of  August  31. 

Apropos  may  mention  another  social 
function  of  similar  character  which  occurred 
two  weeks  later,  September  14,  to  wit : the 
man’iage  of  Miss  Emma  Cunningham,  of 
' Mox-ning  Sun,  and  Rev.  James  Gray  Reed, 
of  Princeton,  Ind. 

New  Castle,  Pa. — The  sixth  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  will  meet  at  New  Castle, 
Monday,  Oct.  9. 

The  regular  fall  meeting  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery  will  also  be  held  at  New 
Castle,  Tuesday,  the  10th  of  October, 
opening  at  10  30  a.  m. 

New  Concord, O. — We  as  amissionary  so- 
ciety have  recently  been  called  to  mourn 
the  deaths  of  two  of  our  beloved  members. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wallace  was  called  away 
April  12th,  1899,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Stewart, 
May  3d,  1899. 

While  these  dear  ones  are  missed  in  our 
society,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  community, 
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they  are  especially  missed  in  their  homes. 
Yet,  feeling  that  ours  is  the  loss  and  theirs 
the  gain,  let  us  bow  with  unselfish  submis- 
sion to  God’s  will,  knowing  that  He  doeth 
all  things  well. 

Let  us  as  a society  strive  to  imitate  their 
virtues  and  endeavor  to  be  ready  when  the 
call  comes  to  us.  • 

Sarah  Stewart,)  Qom 
Rebecca  Robb,  f 

Oil  Creek,  Pa. — The  congregation  at 
Oil  Creek  is  repairing  the  church  building, 
papering  and  putting  in  new  pews,  etc. 
Our  communion  is  appointed  for  the  first 
Sabbath  of  October. 

S.  J.  C. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. — The  following  resolu- 
tions were  placed  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  the  Eighth 
Street  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  at  a meeting  held  June 
18,  1899: 

“ After  an  illness  of  many  months,  Miss 
Mary  Glasgow,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  was 
called  home  January  9,  1899,  in  her  31st 
year. 

“All  who  knew  this  Christian  woman  in 
the  earlier  years  of  the  Pittsburgh  con- 
gregation of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  will  remember  the  sterling  qualities 
of  heart  and  character  which  she  possessed 
to  a very  high  degree.  She  loved  her  Mas- 
ter and  her  Church,  taking  a deep  interest 
in  all  things  concerning  His  kingdom.  For 
many  years  she  was  deeply  attached  to  the 
Women’s  Missionary  Society,  of  which  she 
remained  a faithful  member  until  infirmi- 
ties, consequent  upon  her  age,  laid  her 
aside.  Her  attendance  upon  all  church 
services  was  so  regular  that  it  became  a 
part  of  her  life  and  was  an  inspiration  to 
all  about  her.  ‘ She  being  dead  yet  liveth.’  ” 
Mrs.  M.  Musser, 

Mrs.  Margaret  Patterson,  I 
Mrs.  Samuel  McNaugher,  ' ^ om ■ 
Mrs.  Mary  York,  J 


Rehoboth,  Pa.,  Congregation  is  in  Arm- 
strong County.  It  is  small,  numbering 
about  thirty- five.  The  communion  was 
held  there  on  the  3d  Sabbath  of  July.  The 
weather,  though  warm,  was  pleasant. 
Good- sized  audiences  were  present  at  all 
the  services  and  manifested  deep  interest 
throughout.  Forty-one  were  seated  at  the 
table.  There  were  no  accessions,  and 
nearly  all  who  could  be  expected  to  unite 
with  the  Church  had  already  joined.  There 
is  a large  number  of  young  people,  excep- 
tionally large  for  so  small  a congregation. 
The  members  have  no  thought  of  giving 
up.  The  prospects  are  reasonably  good. 
If  some  one  of  our  young  men  or  unsettled 
ministers  would  cultivate  this  field  for  six 
months,  taking  for  compensation  what  the 
congregation  could  pay,  supplemented  by 
what  Presbytery  would  give,  good  results 
would  reward  his  efforts  and  the  compen- 
sation would  in  all  probability  be  consider- 
ably more  than  what  it  is  likely  otherwise 
to  be  “ in  view  of  the  fact  that  less  than  30 
per  cent,  of  the  time  of  supplies  is  asked 
for.”  J.  W.  S. 

Topeka,  Kan. — The  Good  Citizenship 
League  makes  a special  effort  to  have  the 
prohibitory  law  of  the  State  enforced.  In 
doing  this  they  furnish  evidence  against 
joint  keepers  and  ajipear  as  witnesses  in 
the  police  court  against  violators  of  the 
law.  They  are  not  very  well  treated  in  this 
court.  Some  of  them  complained  to  the 
Mayor  and  he  appointed  an  hour  to  hear 
these  complaints  against  the  chief  of  police 
and  the  police  judge.  These  witnesses 
invited  the  ministers  to  attend  the  meeting 
before  the  Mayor  and  a goodly  number  of  • 
us  were  present  at  the  appointed  time  and 
place. 

The  Mayor  stated  the  matter  as  he 
understood  it  and  called  on  the  witnesses 
to  make  their  statement.  They  did  so, 
saying  there  appeared  to  be  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  police  judge  to  pay 
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any  attention  to  testimony  given  against 
jointists,  or  even  to  treat  the  witnesses 
with  any  respect.  The  judge  replied  they 
need  not  expect  much  dignity  or  respect  to 
anyone  in  a police  court.  Several  pastors 
were  allowed  to  speak.  Every  one  of  them 
said  he  had  voted  for  the  Mayor  because 
he  thought,  when  elected,  he  would  enforce 
the  prohibitory  law.  One  of  the  pastors 
said  he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  urge  all  his 
voting  members  to  vote  for  the  present 
Mayor,  but  now  they  were  somewhat  dis- 
appointed. Then  I asked  the  privilege  of 
making  a few  remarks  and  this  being  kindly 
granted,  I said  I could  not  say  with  my 
fellow  pastors,  “ I voted  for  you  ” — for  I 
did  not  vote  at  all — but,  I said,  I prayed  for 
the  officers  on  Sabbaths  though  I had  been 
laughed  at  for  so  doing,  because  it  was 
foolish  to  pray  for  such  officers,  and  it 
appeared  to  me,  from  what  the  judge  said, 
they  were  a hard  set  to  pray  for.  This 
raised  such  a laugh  and  uproar  I could  not 
be  heard.  But  it  was  enough  to  bring  our 
position  before  a good  many  men  who 
never  heard  it  before. 

When  the  Mayor  came  to  sum  all  up  he 
spoke  in  a promising  way  to  all  who  voted 
for  him,  but  he  said  he  hardly  knew  what 
to  say  to  the  praying  man — that  raised  a 
great  laugh — so  the  hearing  ended.  Since 
then  I met  one  of  the  officers  and  he  began 
laughing  as  soon  as  he  saw  me.  Holding 
out  his  hand  he  said,  “ You  are  the  pastor 
that  prays  for  all  civil  officers.” 

H.  P.  McClurkin. 


Warren,  O. — At  the  instance  of  Rev. 
S.  J.  Crowe,  representing  the  American 
Sabbath  Union,  special  meetings  were 
recently  held  in  the  Warren  churches  in  the 
interest  of  better  Sabbath  observance.  The 
papers  report  large  audiences,  and  describe 
the  addresses  as  of  “ general  character,  the 
main  thought  presented  being  that  the 
Sabbath  should  be  more  strictly  regarded, 
making  it  a day  of  rest  and  religious 
observance,  and  not  one  for  business  and 
general  recreation.”  Mr.  Crowe  closed  his 
discourse  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  with 
these  words : The  individual  who  does 

not  bow  to  the  Sabbath  law  is  guilty  of 
gross  immorality  and  defiles  himself  in  the 
following  specifications  : 

First,  the  member  of  the  church  who 
associates  with  the  world  either  in  earning 
of  money  or  in  the  pursuit  of  worldly 
pleasure  on  the  Lord’s  day  convicts  himself 
of  spiritual  adultery  by  giving  the  preference 
to  the  carnal  over  the  spiritual  and  cannot 
please  God  while  so  doing.  “ If  any  man 
love  father  or  mother,  house  or  land  more 
than  Me,  he  is  not  worthy  of  Me.” 

Second,  he  is  guilty  of  presumptuous  sin 
in  reproaching  the  Lord  by  the  breaking 
of  His  commandment.  Numbers  15:  30,31. 

Third,  he  is  guilty  of  shortening  human 
life  by  seven  days  toil. 

Fourth,  he  sacrilegiously  appropriates  a 
holy  day  to  a secular  purpose. 

Fifth,  he  states  a falsehood  when  he 
says  that  he  must  commit  all  these  crimes 
in  order  to  live. 


Olive  Trees  solicits  for  the  next  number  concise  reports 
of  Communion  Services  and  any  other  items  of  news  that  would 
be  of  interest  to  its  readers  and  worthy  of  preservation. 
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MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  TO  THE 
LOWER  PROVINCES  OF  CANADA. 

James  Reid  Lawson. 

The  settlement  of  Mr.  Stavely  in  St. 
John,  N.  B.,  in  1841  (see  Olive  Trees  for 
August,  p.  248)  was  a great  blessing  to  the 
congregation  there.  His  hands,  however, 
were  full  of  work.  Indeed,  so  pressing  were 
the  demands  of  pastoral  duties  on  his  time 
and  labor  that  he  was  unable  to  visit  regu- 
larly, much  less  supply  with  preaching, 
destitute  localities  in  the  country  where 
the  services  of  a minister  were  eagerly 
sought  for.  Soon  his  appeals  were  united 
with  those  of  Mr.  Sommerville  in  Nova 
Scotia  for  more  laborers.  In  its  report  to 
the  Synod  of  1842,  the  Board  of  Directors 
says : “ Mr.  Stavely  strongly  urges  the 

expediency  and  necessity  of  sending  out 
as  soon  as  possible  an  additional  missionary 
to  itinerate  among  a number  of  places 
where  his  labors  would  be  gladly  received 
and  highly  appreciated  ; and  he  states  it  as 
his  firm  conviction  that  one  or  two  active 
missionaries,  thus  employed,  would  soon 
obtain  adequate  support,  and  would,  u^der 
the  divine  blessing,  be  instrumental  in  ad- 
vancing the  cause  of  the  Covenanted  Re- 
formation in  the  Colonies.  Persuaded  of 
the  importance  of  strengthening  the  hands 
of  our  missionaries  and  of  entering  with 
vigor  upon  favorable  openings  that  are 
presented,  we  would  cordially  rejoice  in  the 
tender  of  the  service  of  any  devoted  young 
men,  suitably  qualified  for  this  Mission, 
and  we  entertain  the  confidence  that  the 
Church  would  willingly  furnish  the  means 
of  sending  them  to  the  Colonies  and  for 
aiding  them  in  ministering  the  Bread  of 
Life  to  a scattered  and  destitute  people.” 
There  was  no  response  for  years. 


The  young  man  whom  the  Redeemer  was 
preparing  to  go  to  their  assistance  was 
James  Reid  Lawson,  then  a student  in  the 
seminary  at  Paisley,  and  having  only  re- 
cently completed  his  literary  course.  Mr. 
Lawson  was  born  in  Rathfriland,  Ireland, 
May  23,  1820,  and  like  many  others  who 
have  risen  to  eminence  in  the  service  of 
Christ,  enjoyed  careful  training  in  a Chris- 
tian home.  From  his  godly  parents,  James 
and  Elizabeth  Reid  Lawson,  he  seems  to 
have  inherited  the  gentleness  combined 
with  devotion  to  truth  that  distinguished 
his  whole  ministry  and  was  so  constantly 
commended  to  the  young  under  his  pas- 
toral oversight.  In  his  quiet  and  impres- 
sive presentation  of  the  Gospel  was  heard 
the  voice  of  Elizabeth  Reid. 

Mr.  Lawson  received  his  early  education 
in  local  schools  and  graduated  from  the 
Belfast  Academical  Institution  in  1841. 
His  theological  studies  were  pursued  un- 
der the  instruction  of  Dr.  Andrew  Syming- 
ton, the  beauty  of  whose  character  made 
upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  young 
student  an  ineffaceable  impression.  Not 
only  did  he  recognize  in  his  great  teacher 
a communion  with  God  which  made  his 
very  presence  a vital  force  in  the  com- 
munity, but  carried  away  a thirst  for  that 
daily  contact  with  the  unseen  and  spiritual 
which  gave  the  beloved  professor  such 
power  over  men.  On  returning  from  Scot- 
land he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel 
March  4,  1845,  and  soon  afterwards  offered 
himself  as  a missionary  to  the  Lower 
Provinces  of  Canada.  I cannot  lay  my 
hand  on  any  published  account  of  the  serv- 
ices connected  with  his  ordination  to  this 
field,  but  a letter  from  Mr.  Lawson,  ad- 
dressed to  Rev.  William  Sommerville,  un- 
der date  December  15,  1845,  reports  that 
he  was  set  apart  to  the  work  of  the  minis- 
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try  sine  cur  a by  the  Southern  Presbytery 
in  Ireland,  on  the  11th  of  September  of  the 
same  year,  and  arrived  in  St.  John  on  the 
5th  of  November  after  a pleasant  voyage 
of  one  month,  and  a certificate  to  this 
effect  was  subsequently  forwarded  to  the 
Presbytery  of  New 
Bninswick  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  was  ac- 
cepted at  its  spring 
meeting  in  May,  1847. 

Soon  after  his  arrival 
Mr.  Lawson  visited 
South  Stream,  now 
Barnesville,  a flourish- 
ing settlement  about 
twenty  miles  from  St. 

John.  At  that  time  it 
was  a veritable  wil- 
derness, but  beautiful 
in  its  rugged  scenery. 

Forest-covered  hills, 
well-watered  intervale 
or  meadows,  not  then 
brought  fully  under 
cultivation,  and  not 
far  away  the  lovely 
Loch  Lomond  with  its 
wooded  banks,  and 


had  emigrated  to  New  Brunswick  twenty 
years  before,  but  only  two  Covenanters. 
Among  these  early  settlers  was  George 
Dobson,  a British  soldier,  who  had  received 
from  the  Government  a grant  of  land  in 
that  part  of  the  Province.  A Presbyterian 
by  birth  and  attach- 
ment he  gave  to  this 
society,  in  1*38,  an 
acre  of  land  for  a 
Presbyterian  M e e t- 
ing  House  forever,  in 
consideration  of  five 
shillings  and  the 
further  consideration 
of  having  a pew  in 
the  Meeting  House.” 
This  deed  was  made 
to  six  trustees,  who 
subsequently  secured 
a minister,  Rev. 
Charles  Atkinson,  a 
representative  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland, 
whose  services  seem  to 
have  been  very  accept- 
able for  a term  of  years. 
But  for  some  reason, 
that  happily  has  not 


for  eight  miles  skirted  by  a carriage  road 
to  the  city,  made  the  place  an  ideal  home  or 
x'etreat  for  one  who  wished  to  commune 
with  Nature.  In  that  vicinity  he  found  a 
society  of  Presbyterian  families,  with  few 
exceptions  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  who 


found  its  way  into  history,  he  fell  out  with 
a leading  trustee  with  whose  family  he 
boarded  and  was  told  that  he  could  not 
occupy  the  pulpit  any  longer.  It  was  a 
novel  way  of  dissolving  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion, but  Mr.  Atkinson,  after  holding  open 
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ail1  services  in  the  churchyard  for  one 
Sabbath,  accepted  the  situation  and  left 
the  place. 

His  successor  was  Mr.  Lawson,  whose 
preaching  captivated  all  hearts,  and  the 
people  invited  him  to  make  his  home  among 
them  and  become  their  pastor.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
Presbytery,  held  in  St.  John,  April  12, 
1846,  the  following  minute  was  entered  on 
the  Records  : “ A call  to  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson 
from  South  Stream  requiring  his  services 
for  three  years  and  promising  an  annual 
support  of  £60  currency  is  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  Presbytery.  It  is  proposed  and 
agreed  to  that  Mr.  Lawson  be  the  stated 
supply  of  South  Stream  in  compliance  with 
the  stipulation  of  the  invitation,  and  that 
he,  with  Mr.  Stavely,  be  a committee  to 
take  this  case  under  particular  considera- 
tion and  to  deal  with  the  applicants  for 
communion  according  to  the  good  order  of 
the  Church.”  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Barnesville.  As  I learned  in  the  summer 
from  Mrs.  McElhenny,  an  aged  member  of 
the  St.  John  Church,  who  was  born  at 
South  Stream,  a daughter  of  Mr.  Dobson, 
Mr.  Sommerville,  of  Nova  Scotia,  had 
visited  that  locality  many  years  before  the 
Presbyterians  had  formed  themselves  into 
a society,  preaching  in  barns  and  private 
houses,  and  seeking  always  to  advance  the 
cause  of  truth.  And  her  statement  is  con- 
firmed by  a sentence  in  the  Monitor  and 
Missionary  Chronicle  for  October,  1847, 
where  Mr.  Lawson  refers  to  a visit  from 
“ Our  dear  Brother  Sommerville  . . . 

whose  services  are  particularly  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  my  charge,  having  first 
planted  the  standard  of  our  Covenanted 
testimony  in  this  destitute  locality.”  But 
now  for  the  first  time  there  was  a regularly 
organized  congregation.  The  members  of 
the  old  society  were  received  into  fellow- 
ship only  on  accepting  the  testimony  of  the 


Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  The  trus- 
tees gave  a quit  claim  deed  of  the  property 
to  the  “ Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland,  represented  by  the  Reformed  Pres- 
bytery of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
so  that  a house  of  worship  may  be  kept 
and  maintained  thereon,”  and  a few  years 
afterward  the  present  neat  building  was 
erected  and  paid  for  through  the  personal 
exertions  of  Mr.  Lawson. 

The  early  communions  in  Barnesville,  or 
South  Stream,  seem  to  have  been  occasions 
of  great  encouragement.  In  a letter  to  Dr. 
Houston,  convener  of  the  Missionary  Di- 
rectors, the  pastor  speaks  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  being  administered  to  thirty- six 
communicants  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  No- 
vember, 1846,  and  adds:  “ It  was,  I trust,  a 
time  of  refreshing  to  all,  but  particularly 
to  some  of  the  aged  members,  who  had  in 
days  gone  by  frequently  sat  down  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  their 
fathers,  but  who,  through  the  infirmities  of 
age,  combined  with  the  destitution  of  gos- 
pel ordinances,  had  given  up  all  hopes  of 
being  privileged  to  sit  down  at  a table  pro- 
vided in  the  wilderness,  and  to  commem- 
orate their  Saviour’s  dying  love  in  con- 
sistency with  their  own  consciences  and  the 
good  order  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
And  I have  also  reason  to  believe  that 
many  who  came  merely  to  mock  at 
our  solemn  services,  went  away  deeply 
impressed  with  the  solemnities  of  the 
scene  and  prepared  to  admit  that  ‘God 
was  amongst  us  of  a truth.”  In  another 
letter,  written  in  August  of  the  following 
year,  he  says : “ Twelve  more  have  been 
admitted  to  fellowship  upon  profession  of 
their  faith  in  Christ  and  recognition  of  our 
subordinate  standards.  Our  little  ‘church 
in  the  wilderness  ’ thus  consists  of  forty- 
four  actual  members,  of  whom  I take 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  they  have  hitherto 
evinced  the  sincerity  of  their  profession  by 
endeavoring  to  walk  in  all  the  command- 
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merits  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blame- 
less.” In  May,  1849,  he  refers  to  Mr. 
Stavely  as  ‘“having  assisted  at  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  the  past  Sab- 
bath. Fifty  communicants  sat  down  at  a 
table  prepared  in  the  wilderness.  We  had 
a peculiarly  refreshing  season,  when  min- 
isters, elders,  and  people  realized,  I trust, 
the  preciousness  of  the  promise,  which 
constituted  the  subject  of  the  action  ser- 
mon, ‘ In  this  mountain  shall  the  Lord  of 


for  the  last  time,  as  well  as  the  young  who 
were  just  giving  themselves  to  Him  in  for- 
mal covenant  and  assuming,  with  much 
solicitude,  perhaps,  the  obligations  of 
discipleship.  The  same  spirit  reveals  itself 
in  the  closing  paragraph  of  a letter  to  Ire- 
land : “ I commit  myself  and  my  labors  to 
Him  whose  I am,  and  whom  I wish  to  serve, 
and  solicit  the  continuance  of  your  prayers, 
and  the  prayers  of  all  the  members  of  the 
church  at  home,  for  myself  and  the  little 


SOUTH  STREAM  OR  BARNESVILLE  R.  P.  CHURCH. 


Hosts  make  unto  all  people  a feast  of  fat 
things,  a feast  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat 
things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees 
well  refined.’”  These  sacramental  seasons 
were  very  precious  to  the  pastor,  who  saw 
in  them  spiritual  quickening  and  growth. 
A firm  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  he 
was  frequently  overheard,  while  in  the 
closet,  pleading  for  the  members  of  his 
congregation  and  family  by  name,  and  at 
the  communion  table  he  always  asked  God, 
as  we  have  been  told,  to  remember  in  a 
very  special  manner  those  who  were  there 


flock  committed  to  my  charge,  that  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  may  be  upon 
us,  and  that  by  the  blessing  of  God’s  Spirit 
accompanying  His  own  Word  ‘the  little 
flock  may  become  a thousand  and  the  small 
one  a strong  nation.’  ” 

Mr.  Lawson’s  labors  were  not  confined  to 
one  locality.  For  many  years  he  preached 
three  times  every  second  Sabbath — in  the 
morning  at  Barnesville,  in  the  afternoon  at 
Tynemouth  Creek,  twelve  miles  distant, 
and  in  the  evening  at  Quaco,  a village  five 
miles  further  on.  Other  places  that  he 
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visited  once  a month  were  Black  River  and 
Jemseg,  a settlement  some  forty  miles 
distant  whose  spiritual  destitution  excited 
his  special  sympathies.  “ The  great  ma- 
jority,” he  wrote  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Mission,  in  1847,  “ are  Scottish  Presby- 
terians. They  have  erected  a comfortable 
place  of  worship,  in  which  they  assemble 
every  Lord’s  Day,  engage  in  devotional  ex- 
ercises, and  hear  a sermon  read  by  one  of 
their  number.  For  a lengthened  period 
they  had  not  heard  the  sound  of  a minis- 
ter's voice.”  This  is  only  one  among  many 
similar  cases  of  spiritual  destitution  which 
present  themselves  in  all  parts  of  the  Prov- 
ince and  which  call  loudly  for  the  exercise 
of  the  Christian  charity,  which  “ seeketh  not 
her  own,”  but  the  “ things  which  are  Jesus 
Christ’s.’’  The  journey  to  this  place  was 
often  made  under  great  difficulties,  espe- 
cially in  the  winter  months,  the  roads  so 
blocked  with  snowdrifts  and  the  country 
so  thinly  inhabited  that  he  not  unfrequently 
lost  his  way  and  perhaps  would  find  him- 
self at  last  in  some  lumbermen’s  camp  in 
the  woods. 

After  roughing  it  for  ten  years  as  a pio- 
neer missionary  in  New  Brunswick,  Mr. 
Lawson  accepted  a call  from  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Congregation  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  was  installed  pastor  Nov.  20,  1850, 
and  labored  there  for  eleven  months.  About 
that  time  he  received  a very  unanimous  in- 
vitation from  Third  New  York,  then  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  influential  pastorates 
connected  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  city.  But  on  returning  to 
the  Province  and  being  present  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
Presbytery,  May,  1858,  he  signified  his 
readiness  to  accept  a call  made  out  in  his 
favor  by  his  old  congregation  in  Barnes- 
ville  some  months  before,  and  again  be- 
came its  stated  pastor.  And  from  that 
date,  till  failing  health  compelled  his  resig- 
nation, April  12,  1882,  he  continued  to  labor 


there.  And  during  his  active  ministry  he 
had  the  joy  of  welcoming  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  to  full  privileges  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

This  faithful  servant  of  Christ  was  loyal 
to  the  church  of  his  fathers.  He  never 
faltered  in  *the  belief  that  its  distinct- 
ive principles  would  ultimately  triumph. 
Though  often  “ perplexed,”  he  was  never 
“ in  despair.”  ‘‘  The  truth,’’  he  would  say, 
“ is  mighty  and  must  prevail.  Though 
present  appearances  by  no  means  warrant 
the  expectation  of  a speedy  increase  of 
church  members,  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  relax  our  exertions.”  Not  a few 
will  recall  these  as  his  words : “ We  are 
accomplishing  no  mean  object,  if  we  are 
only  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord  for 
the  more  general  recognition  of  despised 
truths,  if  we  are  only  sowing  the  seeds  of 
right  principles,  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  will  spring  up  in  future  times  and 
bring  forth  fruit  to  the  praise  and  glory  of 
God  ; if  we  are  only  diffusing  throughout 
the  community  a knowledge  of  those  truths 
for  which  our  fathers  contended,  and 
which,  though  they  may  be  now  despised, 
will  be  not  only  theoretically  but  practically 
recognized  when  the  ‘ kingdoms  of  this 
world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord  and  His  Christ.’  ” 

Not  only  in  the  pulpit  and  on  the  plat- 
form, but  through  the  press  he  sought  to 
magnify  the  Lord.  His  published  dis- 
courses on  “ The  Millennium,”  “ The  Elec- 
tive Franchise,  or  Why  Covenanters  Do 
Not  Vote  at  Municipal  or  Parliamentary 
Elections,”  and  “ The  Character  of  Joseph, 
or  the  Young  Man’s  Model,”  are  fair  speci- 
mens of  the  themes  on  which  he  loved  to 
dwell.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  started  a 
periodica],  the  Monthly  Advocate , which  he 
conducted  for  fifteen  months,  or  until  the 
loss  of  health  forced  him  to  retire  from  its 
editorial  management.  In  this  enterprise 
he  had  associated  with  himself  two  highly 
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esteemed  elders  of  the  St.  John  Congre- 
gation, R.  A.  H.  Morrow  as  publisher,  and 
Thomas  Maclellan,  known  to  the  public  only 
as  Junior  Editor,  who,  after  his  retirement, 
continued  its  issue  to  the  close  of  the  sec- 
ond year.  A paragraph  or  two  from  his  “ In- 
troductory Remarks”  in  the  initial  number 
will  make  clear  the  aim  and  spirit  of  the 
magazine  : “ The  present  is  an  age  when  the 
press  is  employed  to  a melancholy  extent 
in  the  interests  of  skepticism,  superstition, 
and  practical  licentiousness.  The  adver- 
sary of  truth  and  righteousness  knows  the 
value  of  types,  and  in  these  last  days  he  is 
pressing  them  into  his  service  as  in  no  past 
period.  Noxious  literature  of  every  kind 
and  in  every  form  is  coming  in  like  a flood 
to  enfeeble  the  mind,  to  debase  the  con- 
science, and  to  corrupt  the  heart  and  life. 
Even  within  the  precincts  of  the  Christian 
Church  doctrinal  errors  are  advocated  and 
promulgated  that  tend  to  sap  the  founda- 
tions of  the  Christian  faith.  Modes  of  wor- 
ship are  adopted  that  are  utterly  destitute 
of  Scriptural  warrant,  and  a practical  con- 
formity to  the  world  is  tolerated  and 
defended  that  mars  her  beauty,  weakens 
her  influence,  and  drags  her  down  from 
her  proper  moral  elevation  to  the  world’s 
low  level.  The  nations  of  the  world  have  not 
yet,  fully,  cordially,  practically,  fallen  in 
with  the  Divine  decree  that  has  constituted 
the  Mediator  the  King  of  Zion  and  ‘ Head 
over  all  things  to  the  Church.’  In  such  a 
condition  of  things  it  is  believed  by  the 
projectors  of  the  magazine  that  there  is 
need  for  it  as  a small  contribution  to  the 
wholesome  religious  literature  of  the  day.  . . 

“ ‘ Speaking  the  truth  in  love  ’ will  ever 
be  its  motto.  The  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  will  ever 
be  its  exclusive  aim,  and  ‘ Whatsoever 
things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are 
honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatso- 
ever things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things 
are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good 
report,’  it  will  be  The  Monthly  Advocate 
of  these  things.” 


And  must  not  “speaking  the  truth  in 
love”  be  the  motto  of  everyone  who  would 
be  successful  in  the  advocacy  of  unpopular 
principles  ? 

In  a private  letter  Mr.  Morrow  thus 
describes  the  character  and  life  of  his 
friend : “ Whilst  he  made  no  compromise 
with  the  enemy  he  always  spoke  the  truth 
in  love.  His  influence  for  good  was  great, 
and  those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion, 
in  matters  of  religion  and  otherwise  re- 
spected him  for  his  candor  and  firmness  to 
the  principles  he  advocated  and  exemplified 
in  his  life.  His  attention  to  the  children 
of  the  congregation  and  those  of  the  neigh- 
borhood with  whom  he  came  in  contact  was 
one  chief  source  of  his  success  as  a pastor. 
His  exposition  of  Scripture  truth  in  the 
Sabbath  School  Bible  Class  was  lucid  and 
convincing.  His  chief  desire  in  all  his 
labor  was  that  his  Divine  Master  might  be 
glorified  through  his  instrumentality  and 
that  souls  might  be  saved.  He  was  em- 
phatically a man  of  faith  and  prayer,  and 
endeavored  to  sow  beside  all  waters,  assured 
that  God  would  not  allow  the  good  seed  of 
His  Word  to  perish.  When  visiting  or 
traveling  he  generally  carried  some  Gospel 
message  in  the  form  of  a tract,  which  he 
judiciously  introduced  as  he  had  oppor- 
tunity.” 

Mr.  Stavely,  too,  who  was  very  intimately 
associated  with  him  during  his  ministry 
in  the  Province,  bears  this  testimony 
in  a tribute  to  his  memory  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Irish  Covenanter  for 
September,  1891 : “ He  was  soon 

and  favorably  known  on  account  of  the 
unobtrusive  excellencies  of  his  Christian 
disposition,  the  matter  and  method  of  his 
pulpit  discourses,  and  his  ability  in  unfold- 
ing the  mysteries  of  the  kiugdom  of  God. 
He  was,  indeed,  a spiritual  workman,  that 
needed  not  to  be  ashamed,  for  he  rightly 
divided  the  word  of  truth,  and  the  people 
heard  him  gladly.  

“ His  different  publications  show  that 
he  was  able  and  willing  with  the  pen  of  a 
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ready  writer  to  explain  and  defend  the 
practical  application  of  such  cardinal  doc- 
trines as  relate  to  the  mediatorial  authority 
and  crown  rights  of  the  King  of  Zion  and 
His  exclusive  headship  over  the  Church 
and  over  the  Nations 

“Although  Mr.  Lawson  was  ever  ready  to 
advocate  the  position  and  principles  of  that 
Church  of  which  he  was  an  honored  minis- 
ter, he  was  free  from  all  sectarian  jealousy. 
It  is  well  known  to  those  acquainted  with 
his  character  that  he  lived  in  the  most 
friendly  intercourse  with  those  around  him 
and  was  always  willing  cordially  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  pious  and  good  of  different 
Christian  denominations  in  their  legitimate 
efforts  to  advance  the  declarative  glory  of 
God  in  the  world.  He  thus  sought  to  pro- 
mote, as  opportunity  offered,  the  temporal, 
spiritual,  and  eternal  welfare  of  his  fellow- 
men  and  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted 
country.” 

After  nearly  ten  years  of  enforced  inac- 
tivity, to  which  he  bowed  submissively  be- 
cause it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord,  death 
came  to  the  release  of  this  good  man.  On 
the  4th  of  July,  1891,  aged  71  years,  he 
passed  quietly  away,  leaving  a widow,  for- 
merly Miss  Margaret  Hastings,  of  St. 
John,  to  whom  he  was  married  July  1,  1851, 
and  nine  children — two  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  who  are  all  in  the  communion  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  but  one, 
a physician  on  the  island  of  Grand  Manan, 
N.  B.  Though  nearly  two  decades  have 
gone  since  he  ceased  to  preach  and  his 
voice  is  no  longer  heard,  his  presence  is 
still  real  and  influential  in  the  hallowed 
scenes  of  his  earthly  ministry. 

JULY  4TH,  1891,  10.30  P.  M. 

Lines  written  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
James  Reid  Lawson. 

The  allotted  mark  of  time  is  past 

And  one  ye§,r  more  was  given 


Before  death’s  cold  and  withering  blast 
Released  his  soul  for  Heaven. 

A beautiful  summer  day  had  closed 
And  another  week  near  ended, 

Nature  refreshed  with  dew  reposed 
As  its  pearly  drops  descended. 

The  Holy  Sabbath  of  rest  was  near, 

A day  which  he  did  love ; 

But  ere  its  hallowed  hours  appear 
His  spirit  had  gone  above. 

Gone  to  join  the  ransomed  throng, 

“ In  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ” made  white, 
And  sing  redemption’s  precious  song 
Around  the  Throne  of  God  so  bright. 

Peaceful  and  calm  as  the  summer  night 
He  slept  the  sleep  of  death  ; 

Trusting  in  the  God  of  might, 

He  drew  his  final  breath. 

We  mourn  our  sad,  sad  loss, 

But  we  know  to  him  ’tis  gain ; 

For  all  things  earthy  were  as  dross 
That  so  with  Christ  he  should  remain. 

“ Well  done,”  we  hear  the  Master  say, 

“ A faithful  servant  thou  hast  been ; ” 
Enter  the  joys  of  Heaven  to-day 
Which  mortal  eye  hath  never  seen. 

Blessed  are  they  in  Christ  that  die, 

Yea,  saith  the  spirit’s  silent  voice. 

They  do  not  labor,  grieve  or  sigh, 

But  in  God’s  presence  do  rejoice. 

The  battle’s  fought ; the  victory’s  gained  ; 

Life’s  race  is  nobly  run  ; 

The  crown  of  righteousness  obtained 
By  faith  in  God’s  eternal  Son. 

We  laid  his  body  down  to  rest 
’Neath  the  shadow  of  the  church, 

Where  saints  by  him  were  often  blest 
And  sinners  led  to  search. 

MISSIONARY  FACTS. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1899,  Dr.  Nelson, 
Bishop  of  Georgia,  delivered  a masterly 
sermon  on  Christian  Missions,  in  which  he 
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emphasized  the  responsibility  of  the  Church 
for  their  prosecution.  The  facts  here  re- 
produced are  his  reply  to  the  groundless 
assertion  that  “each  year,  for  hundreds  of 
years,  millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent 
and  thousands  of  lives  sacrificed  in  the 
useless  attempt  to  convert  the  heathen.” 

“ There  is  no  truth  in  this,”  he  says.  “ It 
is  vague,  born  of  ignorance  or  indifference. 
Do  you  know  that  little  more  than  one 
hundred  years  ago  (in  1793)  one  single 
missionary  was  the  representative  of  Chris- 
tianity in  India  ? He  returned  home  in  1834, 
just  one  year  before  Bishop  Jackson  Kem- 
per began  missionary  labors  in  ‘ the  West  ’ 
(really  the  centre)  of  our  country,  and  but 
three  years  before  the  accession  of  Queen 
Victoria.  That  only  since  1850  have  the 
men  of  that  populous  country  been  free  to 
become  Christians  without  incurring  civil 
disabilities?  By  that  same  year  (1793) 
Burmah  had  one  missionary,  Adoniram 
Judson,  who  labored  alone  for  thirty-seven 
years. 

“ During  the  first  quarter  of  this  century 
China  was  closed  alike  to  commerce  and 
the  Gospel ! Yet  by  the  indomitable  en- 
ergy of  one  man  (Robert  Morrison)  the 
Book  of  God  had  been  printed  for  one- 
third  of  the  human  family  by  1814.  Eighty- 
five  years,  the  age  of  men  yet  living,  cover 
the  entire  history  of  Missions  in  West 
Africa,  New  Zealand  and  the  islands  of  the 
sea,  for  in  that  same  year  the  first  Christian 
sermon  was  preached  in  those  quarters. 

“ The  work  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  began  in  1698  ; that 
of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts  in  1701  ; and  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  in  1799  ; biit 
until  within  this  century  their  business 
was  in  the  Colonies,  and  no  Foreign  Mis- 
sions among  the  heathen  (elsewhere)  were 
included  in  their  plans.  So  that  in  reality, 
and  sober  historical  fact,  sixty  years  em- 
brace all  the  work  of  organized  Missions 


throughout  the  world,  and  contain  the  his- 
tory of  the  evangelization  of  the  most 
populous  nations.  You  may  well  marvel 
at  what  has  been  accomplished  within  the 
time  of  the  life  of  many  a one  now  living. 
India  and  Burmah  have  given  nearly  a 
million  children  to  the  faith  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  actual  communicants  are  one- 
third  as  many  as  we  have  in  the  American 
Church,  and  over  5,000  churches  contain 
the  worshipers  of  the  Triune  God.  In 
China,  where  only  a few  years  ago  (1878)  a 
Christian  was  not  allowed  to  set  foot  out- 
side of  the  free  ports  of  entry,  the  mis- 
sionaries are  assured  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  the  Govei’nment,  and,  practi- 
cally unhindered  in  their  movements,  the 
subjects  of  the  Empress  are  free  to  become 
converts  to  Christianity,  and  there  are  now 

10.000  native  Christians,  including  some 

3.000  communicants,  with  over  4,000  per- 
sons under  instruction  in  our  schools  alone. 
More  than  20,000  cases  are  treated  in  our 
Church  hospitals  in  China. 

“Look  at  Japan — her  civilization  and 
Clmistianity ; that  country  which,  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  put  to  death  37,000  peo- 
ple who  refused  to  renounce  Christianity, 
and  put  their  feet  upon  the  Cross,  then 
wrote  above  the  vast  grave  in  which  the 
Japanese  martyrs  were  interred,  the  words 
of  that  awful  edict : ‘ So  long  as  the  sun 

shall  shine  and  warm  the  earth,  let  no 
Christian  be  so  bold  as  to  come  to  Japan, 
and  let  all  know  that  the  King  of  Spain 
himself,  or  the  Christian’s  God,  or  the 
great  God  of  all,  if  he  violate  this  com- 
mand, shall  pay  the  forfeit  with  his  head.’ 

“ This  is  the  foremost  nation  of  the  East, 
which  now  asks  for  more  teachers  than  we 
are  able  to  supply,  and  has  actually  con- 
sidered the  adoption  of  Christianity  as  the 
national  religion. 

“ See  in  New  Zealand  the  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit,  and  the  great  awakening  since 
Samuel  Marsden  first  set  foot  on  one  of  the 
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islands  (in  1814),  and  on  Christmas  day 
preached  from  the  angelic  message,  ‘ Be- 
hold, I bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy.’ 

“ Several  bishoprics,  a goodly  native  min- 
istry, and  20,000  Christians  attest  the 
stability  of  the  work  whose  foundation  was 
laid  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“Or  see  John  Williams  returning  to 
England  (in  1834)  and  reporting  300,000 
people  receiving  instructions  among  the 
islands  of  Polynesia,  where  seventeen  years 
before  fetich  was  the  only  religion,  and 
cannibalism  was  common.  And  what  shall 
be  said  of  Johnson  and  his  450  Negro 
communicants  gathered  in  seventeen  years 
out  of  the  gregrees  and  devil-houses  of 
West  Africa?  Sixty  years  ago  among  the 
islands  of  the  Fiji  group  two-thirds  of  all 
the  infants  were  killed  at  birth  by  a public 
executioner ; the  sick  and  aged  were  dis- 
patched with  clubs,  cannibalism  was  an 
epicurean  art,  and  every  form  of  sin  flour- 
ished to  a degree  that  simply  beggars  de- 
scription. 1 To-day  Fiji  is  not  only  the  gem 
of  the  British  Crown,  but  a precious  jewel 
of  the  missionary  diadem.’  Some  90,000 
are  nominally  Christians,  and  thousands 
more  are  ready  to  be  taught. 

“ There  is  one  Church  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  with  a membership  of  4,500. 

“ Forty  years  ago  Madagascar  had  only 
a few  scattered  and  persecuted  converts. 
Her  last  Queen  and  200,000  of  her  subjects 
were  ranged  on  the  side  of  the  Cross. 

“The  Diamond  Jubilee  Year  (1897)  of 
Queen  Victoria  as  an  epoch  supplied  many 
interesting  comparisons.  Sixty  years  before 
there  was  not  a native  Christian  in  the 
Friendly  Islands.  Now,  there  are  30,000 
who  contribute  $15,000  a year  to  religious 
objects!  When  her  Majesty  ascended  the 
throne  there  were  only  seven  Anglican 
bishoprics  in  foreign  parts  ; now  there  are 
ninety-two  dioceses  in  the  Colonies,  and  an 
established  see  means  a settled  Church 
with  a number  of  workers,  clerical  and  lay, 


drawing  men  into  Christ’s  rule  of  peace. 
Of  the  seventeen  African  bishoprics,  not 
one  existed  until  ten  years  after  the  Queen’s 
accession.  Shortly  thereafter  a see  was 
established  in  Australia ; there  was  none 
then  in  New  Zealand ; now  twenty-two 
Bishops  administer  the  Church  in  those 
parts. 

“Since  1837  the  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  has  occupied 
fifty  new  Mission  fields,  the  work  of  that 
Society  being  found  in  all  but  fourteen  of 
the  foreign  dioceses.  During  the  same 
period  the  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America  has  increased  from  sixteen  bishop- 
rics to  eighty-one,  and  the  communicants 
from  45,000  to  more  than  700,000;  our 
Domestic  Mission  work  did  not  begin  until 
1835.  The  offerings  for  this  purpose  in 
three  years  were  $37,000 ; for  the  past 
three  years  (1895-1898)  the  receipts  were 
$1,045,000. 

“ In  Sierra  Leone  50,000  civilized  Africans 
worship  and  serve  the  same  God  we  do  ; 
2,000  miles  of  seacoast  have  been  wrested 
from  the  slave  trade ; the  school  and  the 
Church  have  been  substituted  for  the  slave 
pen.  In  China  Missions  have  been  estab- 
lished in  forty  walled  towns  and  300  vil- 
lages. Are  Missions  a failure? 

“ It  is  affirmed  on  good  authority  that 
for  the  past  thirty  years  the  foreign  field 
has  yielded  more  converts  than  the  home 
field.  The  only  failure  in  Missions  is  the 
failure  of  men  to  be  informed,  and  the 
failure  to  do  their  duty  after  they  have  been 
convicted  of  ignorance,  of  indifference  to 
the  greatest  subject  in  the  world.  . . . 

“ Men  of  the  world  talk  of  the  expen- 
siveness of  Missions.  What  is  so  cheap 
except  the  talk?  To  emancipate  the  slaves 
in  our  country  cost  in  money  $700  per 
caput — more  than  $150  apiece  for  each  year 
of  the  war.  A careful  computation  shows 
that  in  our  own  Missions,  the  total  cost  of 
each  communicaut  brought  out  of  darkness 
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into  the  freedom  of  the  Gospel  is  but  $82 
a year ; this  is  in  heathen  lands,  where  all 
the  equipments  and  workers  have  to  be 
provided.  Here  at  home,  where  there  are 
5,000  churches,  fully  organized,  some  of 
them  endowed,  others  with  large  incomes, 
the  cost  to  keep  our  Christians  is  $40  per 
head. 

“Does  this  look  like  extravagance  in 
Missions?  The  cost  of  the  Mexican  War 
would  support  all  Missions  to  the  heathen 
for  ten  years.  Let  each  communicant  of 
the  Church  give  the  enormous  sum  of  a 
penny  a week,  and  the  Board  would  have 
$350,000  with  which  to  put  more  men  into 
the  field  at  once. 

“Is  $25,000,000  a year  a lavish  expendi- 
ture for  the  conversion  of  1,400,000,000 
souls,  including  incidentals  of  education, 
publications,  medical  and  famine  relief, 
hospitals  and  asylums  ? 

“It  cost  as  much  ($2,000,000)  to  fire 
shells  at  Santiago  which  fell  short  of  their 
mark,  and  were  therefore  useless,  as  to 
sustain  all  American  Missions  four  years. 
Are  Missions  a waste  or  a mistake  upon  any 
ordinary  basis  ? Do  they  not  show  abso- 
lutely the  best  investment  in  the  world  from 
any  and  every  point  of  view  which  is  really 
practical  and  simple  ? 

“We  want  to  be  redeemed  from  selfish- 
ness; we  want  to  get  rid  of  it  by  renounc- 
ing it,  by  crucifying  our  desires,  by  taxing 
our  energies,  affections  and  means ; if  we 
cannot  thus,  then  let  us  ask  God  to  burn  it 
out  of  us  by  searching  trials  until  our  wills 
are  His.  When  our  wills  are  subjected  to 
His  completely  and  permanently,  Foreign 
Missions  will  no  longer  be  a reproach  to 
Christianity,  a disgrace  to  Christians,  and 
a failure  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  And  so 
as  men  and  women  learn,  as,  thank  God, 
they  are  learning  more  and  more  every 
day,  to  place  themselves  and  their  pos- 
sessions into  His  hands  for  His  service, 
for  the  glory  of  His  Kingdom  and  the 


eternal  welfare  of  our  fellow-men,  His 
truth  will  be  known  upon  earth,  His  saving 
health  among  all  nations,  and  the  desire  of 
the  Psalmist:  ‘ Let  the  people  praise  Thee, 
O God,  yea,  let  all  the  people  praise  Thee,’ 
will  be  fulfilled  in  the  Alleluia  chorus  of 
the  redeemed,  before  the  Throne  of  the 
Lamb  in  the  Temple  on  high.” 

LIFE  OF  HASSAN  SULEIMAN 
MAHLOOF. 

( Continued  from  p.  282.) 

Let  us  now  go  back  and  bring  up  the 
history  to  this  point  as  we  find  it  in  the 
letters  of  our  missionaries  in  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  and  Covenanter  and 
Our  Banner. 

Dr.  Dodds  writes  to  the  Board  April 
20  th,  1860  : “Our  two  Nusairiyeh  boys  are 
still  with  us  and  doing  well.  I really  think 
Hamood,  the  largest  boy,  is  a good  boy. 
Of  Yusif,  the  smaller  boy,  I do  not  know 
so  much,  for  he  never  speaks  on  religious 
subjects,  except  when  spoken  to,  but  he  is 
a smart  boy  and  perfectly  well  behaved. 
There  are  two  more  in  the  mountains  who 
ought  to  be  with  us.  One,  Salim,  is,  or  at 
least  some  short  time  ago  was,  under  no 
constraint  and  would  have  been  with  us 
before  this,  but  we  could  not  afford  to  take 
him,  and  would  not  let  him  come.  The 
other,  Hassan,  is  under  the  most  strict  and 
oppressive  surveillance,  and,  I believe, 
earnestly  desires  to  be  with  us,  and  if  he 
should  manage  to  break  off  from  his  friends, 
how  could  we  turn  him  away  ? It  was  the 
intention  of  the  late  Mr.  Lyde,  if  he  had 
been  spared,  to  support  both  Hamood  and 
Hassan  till  they  should  have  finished  their 
education. 

“ If  we  have  not  received  a favorable  an- 
swer to  our  suggestion,  what  shall  we  do  ? 
It  would  be  well  at  once,  at  least,  to  make 
provision  for  these  four  boys,  who  have 
already  been  so  far  enlightened,  and  so 
greatly  estranged  from  the  wild  manners 
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of  their  kindred,  at  so  great  expense,  that 
they  may  not  be  thrust  back  into  darkness 
of  paganism.” 

It  seems  that  the  Mission  had  made  an 
appeal  to  the  Board  for  funds  that  would 
enable  them  to  open  a boarding  school  in 
Latakia  for  ten  or  fifteen  Nusairiyeh  boys, 
and  were  waiting  very  anxiously  for  an  an- 
swer, and  in  the  meantime,  for  fear  the 
plan  would  seem  too  large,  they  sent  on  an 
additional  letter  pleading  for  at  least  four 
boys — of  whom  Hassan  was  one. 

Shortly  after  this,  Dr.  Dodds,  on  June 
2?th,  informs  the  Board  that  their  prayers 
had  been  answered  in  part  by  a legacy  from 
Rev.  Lyde,  his  brother  having  found  among 
his  papers  a pencil  request  that  £60  ster- 
ling a year  be  given  to  help  carry  on  the 
work  among  the  Nusairiyeh,  and  that  he 
had  also  given  his  property  at  Bahami'a  to 
the  Mission  for  the  same  purpose ; and  a 
few  months  after  this  we  find  Hassan  and 
Salim  both  in  the  school  at  Latakia. 

Hassan  Suleiman  Mahloof  was  baptized 
as  Daoud  Suleiman  Mahloof  by  the  Rev. 
R.  J.  Dodds,  in  August,  1865,  and  in  the 
early  part  of  1866  was  employed  as  a 
teacher,  and  we  find  him  at  Mushairifey, 
about  one  hour  and  a half  (8  miles)  north- 
east of  Latakia,  and  we  gather  from  the 
letters  of  Drs.  Dodds,  Beattie  and  Metheny 
that  he  remained  there  until  the  latter  part 
of  1869,  when  he,  after  a trial  at  Kusmin, 
was  transferred  to  his  native  village,  the 
Merj. 

Miss  Crawford,  September  25th,  1870, 
writes : “ God  has  given  Yusif  and  Miriam 
and  Daoud  and  his  wife  each  two  little 
girls,  much  to  their  disgrace  among  their 
own  people.” 

Dr.  Metheny,  December  6th,  1870  : 
“Daoud  is  to  bring  down  his  little  girl, 
Hawa,  this  week  to  put  her  in  school.  She 
will  be  the  first  child  of  the  Church,  who 
has  become  old  enough  to  go  to  school.” 

Daoud  was  at  that  time  teaching  in  his 


native  village,  the  Merj,  and  continued  to 
teach  there  until  airested  and  sent  into  the 
army  in  the  fall  of  1873. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  the  Governor  of 
Latakia,  Saleh  Effendi,  began  to  work 
against  our  schools  by  speaking  against 
them  to  the  people,  while  in  his  tours 
through  the  mountains  collecting  taxes  -r 
and  finally  he  began  open  opposition  by 
closing  the  school  of  teacher  Isa  Haurani, 
at  Bahloolia,  May  14th,  1873.  The  same 
evening  the  teacher  wrote  an  account  of  his 
interview  with  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Beattie  : 

“ To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beattie.  May  God 
continue  to  bless  him ! To-day  the  Kai- 
ma-kam  of  Latakia  came  to  this  place,  and 
on  his  arrival  inquired  concerning  the 
school.  They  informed  him  there  was  a 
school  in  operation.  Immediately  he  sent 
through  the  sheik  of  the  village  a servant, 
with  a request  to  see  me,  and,  as  the  mes- 
senger was  urgent,  I went  at  once.  After 
I had  exchanged  salutations  and  taken  my 
seat,  he  asked,  ‘ Where  are  you  from?  ’ I 
informed  him.  ‘ Have  you  been  here  a 
long  time  ? ’ ‘ Ten  months,’  I answered. 

‘ How  many  pupils  have  you  in  your  school  ?’ 
I answered,  ‘ Fifteen,  with  sometimes  more 
and  sometimes  less  ’ ‘ Are  there  any  large 

scholai's  among  them  ? ’ I said,  ‘Two  or 
three.’  ‘ Whose  children  are  they?  ’ ‘ One 
belongs  to  Mohammed  Ali,  and  another  is 
the  son  of  Hassan  Ali  ’ ‘ When  did  you 

build  a school  house?’  ‘We  have  not  up 
to  this  time  built  a house,  but  we  rent  one.’ 
‘ Are  you  alone  here,  or  have  you  a family  ? ’ 
‘I  have  my  family  with  me.’  ‘Are  there 
other  Christian  families  besides  yours  here?’ 
I said,  ‘No.’  ‘ Are  the  children  of  the 

school  from  the  village  or  from  outside?  ’ 
I told  him,  ‘From  the  village.’  ‘What  is 
the  instructions  imparted  ? ’ ‘ The  Testa- 

ment, Law  and  Psalms.’  ‘ Why  do  you 
open  school  without  permission  from  the 
Government?’  ‘The  schools,’  I said, 
‘ have  been  in  operation  a long  time,  and 
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the  Government  know  this ; as  for  us,  our 
design  is  simply  to  advance  the  people  in 
civilization  and  a knowledge  of  the  truth, 
and  to  restrain  them  from  theft  and  false- 
hood, etc.’  ‘ Have  you  an  order  for  the 
opening  of  schools?  I do  not  desire  the 
opening  of  schools  in  the  district  under  my 
authority.’  I answered,  ‘Where  is  the 
order  from  the  “ Sublime  Porte  ” for  the 
suspension  and  closing  of  the  schools  ? ’ 
He  replied,  ‘ I have  an  order.’  I told  him, 
‘ I am  here  as  a teacher ; if  you  have  an 
order,  as  you  say,  show  it  to  the  director 
of  the  schools,  and  when  he  commands  me 
lam  under' his  authority.’  ‘You  are  de- 
sirous to  draw  away  the  people  and  make 
them  Protestants.’  I told  him,  ‘We  are 
not  able  to  change  the  hearts  of  men  ; that 
matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord.  We 
do  not  say  to  any,  “Come,  belike  us,’  only 
it  is  our  work  to  instruct  the  people  and 
familiarize  them  with  the  books  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  which  descended 
from  God.’  But  said  he,  ‘ The  child  that 
reads  and  finishes  the  gospels  will  be  a 
Christian,  and  that  is  against  our  prin- 
ciples. Why  do  you  not  teach  them  the 
Koran  ? ’ 

“ I answered,  ‘ After  they  have  learned 
the  gospel,  the  law  and  the  Psalms, 
with  writing,  if  they  wish  to  study  the 
Koran  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so  ; we  do 
not  hinder  them.’  There  occurred  be- 
tween us  more  than  I have  written,  for  I 
have  only  given  you  the  substance  of  the 
conversation.  There  were  present  at  the 
above  interview  Ibrahim  Hakim,  a gov- 
ernment clerk,  and  Iskander  Shidiac,  a 
member  of  the  Counsel,  who  never  spoke 
until  the  interview  was  terminated,  when 
they  said,  ‘ It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Kai- 
ma-kam  that  schools  should  not  be  opened 
without  permission  of  the  Government.’  I 
then  withdrew.  After  my  withdrawal  the 
sheiks  of  the  village  were  called,  and  when 
they  appeared  before  him  he  addressed 


them  in  violent  and  approbrious  language* 
reviling  their  religion,  law  and  prayers,  and 
saying,  ‘ You  infidels ! why  do  you  put 
your  children  in  a Christian  school  ? ’ They 
replied,  ‘ Our  children  are  being  taught, 
and  we  cannot  leave  them  without  learning 
to  read  and  write,  idling  their  time  on  the 
dunghill  and  elsewhere,  to  grow  up  brutish, 
like  donkeys.’  He  said,  ‘ I told  you  a 
long  time  ago  that  I would  send  you  a 
sheik  from  Latakia  to  teach  your  children, 
and  now  I wish  you  to  write  an  agreement 
binding  yourselves  under  your  own  signa- 
tures that  no  one  will  place  his  son  in 
the  school  until  a sheik  comes  here  and 
opens  a school  for  you.’  This  ended  the 
matter.”  (Haurani.) 

A few  days  after  this  the  Governor  wrote 
to  the  United  States  consular  agent  at  La- 
takia as  follows:  (Extract)  “Inasmuch  as 
the  school  above-mentioned  was  opened 
without  permission,  and  especially  as  the 
people  of  the  place  did  not  desire  it,  and 
presented  accusations  against  its  existence, 
we  ask  that  there  shall  be  a suspension  of 
the  aforesaid  school  by  means  of  the  Con- 
sulate, and  the  removal  of  the  teacher  and 
his  family  from  the  village,  and  inform  us 
of  the  result.”  (Saleh  Efendi.) 

This  matter  was  reported  to  Mr.  Hay, 
the  United  States  Consul  at  Beirut,  and 
soon  after  he  made  a visit  to  Latakia  and 
had  a meeting  with  the  Governor,  who  was 
compelled  to  admit  the  right  of  the  Nu- 
sairiyeh  to  become  Christians,  and  the 
Consul  told  him  that  as  they  had  that 
right,  it  followed  that  the  Nusairiyeh  con- 
verts to  Christianity  were  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  other  Christians.  Mr.  Hay 
returned  to  Beirut  with  a promise  that  the 
Governor  would  reverse  what  he  had  writ- 
ten to  the  consular  agent  from  Bahloolia. 

Later  in  the  summer  the  Mutaserif 
of  Tripoli  appointed  Saleh  Efendi  to  the 
government  of  both  the  districts  of  Latakia 
and  Jebley,  and  it  seems  that  the  enlai’ge- 
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ment  of  his  authority  was  made  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  giving  him  power  and 
opportunity  to  injure  our  work  in  the  Jebley 
district,  although  the  ostensible  reason  for 
the  extension  of  his  power  was  to  appre- 
hend and  punish  robbers  and  notorious 
offenders  against  public  peace,  and  the 
establishment  of  order  among  the  moun- 
tain tribes,  for  the  first  thing  he  did  on 
reaching  the  mountains  was  the  arrest, 
seizure  and  imprisonment  of  three  of  our 
Nusairiyeh  converts  who  were  teaching  in 
that  district.  These  were  Daoud  Suleiman 
Mahloof,  Yusif  Jadeed  and  Salim  Halaifey. 
Three  others  were  demanded,  but  did  not 
appear. 

Dr.  Beattie  writes  September  15,  1873 : 
“ The  seizure  took  place  on  Sabbath,  Sep- 
tember 7th,  about  an  hour  after  sunset. 
The  brethren  had  been  at  prayers  at  the 
Mission  in  Bahamra,  and  were  in  the  lit- 
tle village  called  Raois  el-Kihan,  where 
Asad  Canaan,  Salim  Halaifey  and  his 
brother  Ibrahim  reside,  when  a sol- 
dier accompanied  by  a celebrated  rob- 
ber and  outlaw,  appeared,  sent  by  the 
Governor  with  a request  that  he  desired  to 
see  them.  Knowing  the  perfidy  of  the 
Turks,  the  young  men  naturally  hesitated, 
but  being  assured  by  the  messenger  that 
the  Governor  had  no  intention  of  arresting 
them,  but  only  wished  to  make  inquiries 
about  the  schools,  the  three,  as  previously 
stated,  accepted  the  assurances  and  went. 
They  were  treated  to  coffee  and  cigarettes, 
according  to  Turkish  custom,  when  sud- 
denly a force  of  soldiers  surrounded  the 
tent  and  took  the  three  men  prisoners  and 
led  them  to  a small  tent  and  placed  them 
under  guard.  Their  subsequent  treatment 
was  what  might  be  naturally  expected. 
For  twenty-four  hours  they  were  allowed 
neither  food,  beds  nor  covering  by  the 
Government,  nor  to  receive  them  from  their 
friends.  On  Tuesday,  9th,  they  were  hand- 
cuffed and  sent  to  Jebley  under  a guard  of 


six  horsemen  and  taken  before  the  Counsel, 
who  asked  their  ages,  which  they  said  was 
about  28  years  or  more.  They  were  then 
taken  to  prison,  where  they  remained  until 
Saturday  night,  when,  between  ten  and 
eleven  o’clock,  they  were  sent  under  guard 
of  horsemen  to  Tripoli.  During  their  stay 
at  Jebley  they  were  kindly  cared  for  by  a 
friend  from  Latakia,  who  was  providentially 
working  there  at  the  time.  Dr.  Martin  and 
Mr.  Easson,  and  also  a teacher  from  town, 
visited  them,  but  were  not  allowed  admis- 
sion to  their  cell. 

“ Teacher  Yakob  Juraidini,  who  was  then 
in  Bahamra,  sent  them  a Bible,  much  to 
their  comfort.  Knowing  as  they  did  that 
their  imprisonment  and  cruel  treatment 
was  for  their  religion,  they  drew  much 
courage  from  the  Word  of  God.  They 
wrote  me  from  Jebley  : ‘ All  that  has  come 
upon  us  is  very  slight,  and  we  hope  by  the 
strength  of  the  Saviour  to  endure  greater 
things,  though  it  should  be  death  for  His 
beloved  name,  for  so  it  is  our  duty  to  do. 
He  endured  for  us  death,  how  can  we  poor 
sinners  repay  ? Neither  tribulation,  nor 
distress,  nor  pei’secution  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ.  Our 
dependence  is  not  on  our  own  strength. 
We  are  depending  on  His  exalted  strength 
and  help.  Do  not  forget  us  in  your 
prayers.’  Dr.  Martin  and  I go  to  Beirut 
to-morrow  to  see  what  can  be  effected  by 
seeing  our  respective  consuls.” 

Dr.  Metheny  writes  April  1st,  1874  : 
“ Yusif  and  his  companions  are  still  in 
Damascus.  The  Latakia  Governor  is  still 
here,  to  the  general  disgust  and  inconveni- 
ence of  everybody.  Mr.  Hay,  our  Consul, 
was  removed  at  the  request  of  the  Turkish 
Government.  Mr.  Hay  was  a noble  man 
and  labored  faithfully  for  the  best  interests 
of  all,  and  he  will  ever  bear  with  him  our 
love  and  respect.  Had  our  detested,  Turk- 
loving  representative  at  the  Porte  done 
his  duty,  the  boys  would  have  been  back 
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and  Mr.  Hay  still  among  us.  ‘ The  Lord 
reward  him  according  to  his  doings.’  The 
English  Government  forwarded  an  order 
for  the  release  of  the  teachers,  but  the 
Turks,  true  to  their  character,  are  delaying 
their  release.” 

Dr.  Beattie,  June  9,  1874,  writes:  “On 

my  arrival  in  Damascus,  I immediately 
went  to  the  house  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, but  did  not  see  the  teachers  till  the 
following  day,  Sabbath.  Yusif  was  the 
first  to  call,  who  went  and  told  Salim,  who 
in  turn,  after  calling,  went  and  informed 
Daoud.  I was  both  gladdened  and  sad- 
dened at  the  sight  of  them.  They  all  told 
the  same  tale  of  ill-treatment.  I did  what 
I could  to  strengthen  them.  Their  position 
was  honorable,  and  they  ought  to  consider 
themselves  privileged  to  occupy  it.  They 
were  standing  for  the  defense  of  liberty, 
of  conscience  and  religious  toleration,  not 
only  for  themselves  and  their  families,  but 
also  for  their  people,  etc.  Poor  fellows  ! 
They  have  been  severely  tried,  but  none  of 
them  seemed  to  have  been  so  deeply  afflict- 
ed by  what  had  befallen  them  as  Daoud. 
He  appeared  greatly  changed,  and  on  ris- 
ing to  take  leave  of  me,  he  said : ‘ Remem- 
ber me  to  my  wife  and  children  and  to  all 
my  companions  and  friends,  whom  I feel  I 
shall  never  see  again ; yet,  if  the  course  of 
the  gospel  is  advanced  and  God  glorified 
by  what  we  suffer  all  will  be  well.’ 

“ I was  too  full  to  speak,  but  thought  to 
myself  as  he  bade  me  adieu  : Heroic  man  ! 
God  indeed  will  be  glorified  both  by  the 
life  and  death  of  such  a man.  He  was 
confined  three  months  for  faithful  adher- 
ence to  the  truth.  In  the  latter  part  of 
Febi’uary  he  was  asked  of  what  religion  he 
was,  and  whe^  he  said  he  was  a Christian, 
his  inquisitors  said  he  lied,  he  was  a 
Nusairiyeh.  1 Yes,’  he  said,  ‘ I was  born 
a Nusairiyeh,  but  was  raised  a Christian.’ 
* Be  a Moslem,’  they  said.  ‘ Could  you 
be  a Christian  by  request  ? ’ ‘ No,’  they 


said.  ‘Well,’ he  said,  ‘not  only  will  my 
conscience  not  allow  it,  but  the  Bible 
teaches  me  that  whosoever  denies  Christ 
before  men,  him  will  He  deny  before  the 
Father  and  His  angels.’  Whereupon  they 
put  him  in  irons,  from  which  he  was  re- 
leased by  the  intervention  of  the  English 
Consul.  This  is  the  reason  why  he  suffered 
greater  hardships  than  his  fellows.  I have 
no  doubt  but  Daoud  would  without  hesita- 
tion lay  down  his  life  for  the  truth.  I can 
assure  you  I returned  from  Damascus  with 
a high  opinion  of  all  these  men,  but  of 
Daoud  in  particular.’’  Henry  Easson. 

(To  be  continued.) 

GEELONG. 

In  our  last  letter  the  fact  of  our  arrival 
in  Geelong  was  simply  noted. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  a reception  was 
given  us  in  the  A.  N.  A.  Hall,  which  was 
well  attended.  Several  ministers  from  the 
other  churches  were  present  and  took  part 
in  the  exercises.  The  minister  from  the 
Free  Church  came  because  he  sympathized 
with  us  in  our  views.  A Presbyterian  min- 
ister came  out  of  “ curiosity  ” to  see  a 
“ real,  live,  Reformed  Presbyterian  Yan- 
kee.” We  hope  that  he  was  not  disap- 
pointed. Geelong  is  a town  of  about  20,- 
000  inhabitants,  beautifully  situated  on 
Corio  Bay,  an  arm  of  Port  Philip  Bay. 
The  streets  are  wide,  well-paved  and  shadyj 
sevei’al  large  and  well  cared  for  parks.  The 
view  of  the  bay  is  exceptionally  good,  be- 
ing not  unlike  the  Bay  of  Naples.  Even 
the  little  mountain,  a short  distance  away, 
reminds  one  on  a hazy  day  of  Vesuvius. 
The  surrounding  country  is  rolling,  but  not 
mountainous,  rich  and  fertile,  fitted  either 
for  stock-raising  or  cultivation.  The  prod- 
ucts are  much  the  same  as  in  nearly  all 
temperate  climates  ; vegetables  of  all  kinds 
and  descriptions,  fruit  in  abundance.  Vic- 
toria is  perhaps  noted  more  for  its  wheat 
and  wool  industries  than  anything  else. 
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There  are,  of  course,  trees  of  nearly  all 
kinds  and  descriptions.  Perhaps  the  most 
characteristic  tree  is  the  Eucalyptus,  or 
gum  tree,  which  sheds  its  bark  and  retains 
its  leaves.  This  tree  yields  the  universal 
panacea  known  as  “ Eucalyptus  oil,”  and  is 
used  either  for  internal  or  external  appli- 
cation. All  other  trees,  however,  are  civil- 
ized and  behave  as  decent  trees  should. 
Have  not  gotten  to  understand  fully  the 
laws  of  the  seasons  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  as  you  know  the  seasons  are  re- 
versed from  what  they  are  at  home.  The 
winter  here  begins  about  June,  and  tbe 
Fourth  of  July  is  supposed  to  be  “ bitterly 
cold,”  while  Christmas  and  New  Year  are 
“ extremely  hot.”  Notwithstanding  that 
this  is  true,  the  farmers  do  their  sowing 
and  planting  in  May  and  the  early  part  of 
J une,  and  do  not  harvest  until  the  last  of 
October  and  November.  From  what  I can 
understand,  the  summer  seems  to  have 
about  the  same  effect  upon  the  crops  that 
the  winter  does  at  home.  The  winter 
months  here  are  the  growing  months  ; then 
the  hills  are  clothed  with  verdure  and  the 
vales  fairly  smile,  and  the  skies  seem  to 
weep  tears  of  joy.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
small  fruits  blossom  and  put  forth  fruit  in 
the  spring  and  summer  months  as  one 
would  naturally  expect.  At  Christmas  time 
strawberries,  raspberries  and  other  small 
fruits  are  greatly  in  evidence. 

The  climate  is  by  no  means  a certain 
quantity.  For  instance,  the  day  we  arrived 
the  thermometer  registered  98°.  The  next 
day  it  recorded  48°,  which  is  nothing  un- 
usual in  the  summer  months.  However, 
the  great  extremes  are  avoided.  It  is 
scarcely  ever  below  the  freezing  point, 
and  heat  above  100°  is  unusual  in 
Geelong.  Let  me  say  just  here,  do  not 
judge  all  Victoria,  let  alone  all  Australia , 
by  Geelong.  The  winter  months  are  gen- 
erally raw,  damp  and  chilly.  For  nearly 
two  months  (May  and  June)  rain  fell  in 


abundance.  We  thought  the  Irish  weather 
rather  humid,  but  it  seemed  dry  in  com- 
parison. The  weather,  however,  when  it  is 
nice,  is  fairly  exhilarating.  It  was  rather 
amusing  to  us  to  hear  the  people  talk  of  the 
“ bitterly  cold”weather.  Some  were  inclined 
to  be  provoked  when  we  suggested  that  it 
was  not  cold,  and  when  we  told  them  that 
we  had  seen  it  so  cold  that  it  was  forty  or 
fifty  degrees  below  the  freezing  point  they 
set  us  down  as  true  Americans,  for  they 
have  a saying  here,  when  the  truth  is 
stretched,  “ That's  an  American  for  you.” 

To  come  back  again  to  the  town.  Gee- 
long is  pronounced  with  a soft  g,  and  the 
accent  on  the  second  sylable  (Jee-lbng). 
Perhaps  the  character  of  the  place  can  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  it  is  dubbed 
“Sleepy  Hollow.”  We  can  readily  infer 
that  it  is  a quiet  place  with  little  stir  and 
perhaps  not  too  much  push.  Geelong 
might  have  been  the  capital  city  of  Victoria, 
and  was  fitted  by  Nature  for  such  a posi- 
tion, but  a sand-bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  was  an  effective  bar  to  the  growth 
of  the  city  and  its  shipping  facilities.  Had 
the  people  of  Geelong  been  wide-awake 
Yankees  they  would  have  found  some 
means  to  surmount  such  an  obstacle.  As 
it  is  Geelong  is  quite  a shipping  port,  in 
fact  is  noted  for  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  wool  and  wheat  shipped. 

Living  here  is  probably  cheaper  than  at 
home,  as  fresh  vegetables  can  be  obtained 
the  year  round,  and  of  course  mutton  and 
rabbits  do  not  come  too  high.  Australians 
would  think  they  were  being  starved  if 
they  did  not  have  meat  three  times  a day 
and  tea  five  times. 

Some  questions  have  reached  us  that 
perhaps  need  to  be  answered,  such  as  : “ Do 
many  of  the  people  speak  English?”  Well, 
yes.  We  might  as  well  ask:  “Do  many 
of  the  Americans  speak  English  ? ” Of 
course  the  language  may  be  somewhat  cor- 
rupted in  spots,  but  it  is  called  English 
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nevertheless.  The  people  that  are  born 
here  call  themselves  “natives.’’  The  real 
natives,  the  Aboriginals,  are  as  scarce  as 
the  Indians  of  America.  We  have  seen 
owe,  and  that  was  in  Albany,  West  Austra- 
lia. 

The  people  of  Geelong  are  not  as  aspiring 
as  those  of  New  York,  for  most  of  them 
are  satisfied  to  dwell  in  one-story  houses. 
Even  the  school  building  and  business 
places  are  only  one-story  in  height.  The 
people  here  would  think  they  were  on  a 
flying  machine  if  they  got  to  the  top  of  a 
thirty-story  building  in  New  York.  Now, 
do  not  think  that  what  is  true  of  Geelong 
is  typical  of  all  Australia. 

I am  not  much  of  a politician,  but  a few 
words  on  the  political  condition  of  affairs 
in  Australia  may  not  be  amiss. 

The  Colonies  of  Australia  have  perhaps 
the  most  democratic  government  of  any 
country  in  the  world,  or  at  least  federated 
Australia  will  have. 

Last  Thursday  Victoria  voted  on  the 
Amended  Commonwealth  Bill,  and  the  vote 
was  overwhelming  in  favor  of  it.  The 
■ame  was  true  in  New  South  Wales  last 
month.  Four  Colonies  have  voted  on  and 
decisively  accepted  the  Commonwealth 
Bill.  These  four  are : New  South  WaleB, 
Victoria,  South  Australia  and  Tasmania,  so 
that  federation  is  now  an  assured  fact. 
The  Referendum  is  the  latest  and  most 
popular  mode  of  settling  questions  of  deep 
interest  to  the  people.  The  question  is 
submitted  to  the  people  in  a simple  form, 
to  be  or  not  to  be.  The  people  vote  “ yes  ” 
or  “ no,”  as  they  see  fit,  and  the  will  of  the 
people  becomes  law. 

The  churches  gained  a small  victory  in 
the  second  Federal  Convention  by  securing 
an  acknowledgment  of  God  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  new  Constitution,  which 
reads:  “ Humbly  relying  on  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God,”  etc. 

Section  116  reads:  “ The  Commonwealth 


shall  not  make  any  law  for  establishing  any 
religion  or  for  imposing  any  religious  ob- 
servance, or  for  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
of  any  religion,  and  no  religious  test  shall 
be  required  as  a qualification  for  any  office 
or  public  trust  under  the  Commonwealth.” 
This  seems  to  open  wide  the  gates  for  sin 
to  enter  in,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in 
after  years  the  secularists  will  read  into  this 
many  things  not  intended.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  Sabbath  can  be  preserved 
with  such  a clause  in  existence.  In  com- 
parison with  the  States,  the  Sabbath  in 
Victoria  is  splendidly  observed.  Nearly  all 
kinds  of  manual  labor  are  prohibited,  and 
“Sunday  newspapers”  are  unknown,  be- 
cause forbidden  by  law. 

In  the  matter  of  education  Victoria  has 
taken  an  extreme  step.  Education  in  the 
State  schools  is  completely  secular.  The 
Education  Act  of  1872  reads : “ No  teacher 
shall  give  other  than  secular  instruction  in 
any  State  school  building.”  This  was  un- 
derstood by  the  good  people  of  that  time 
to  mean  that  dogmatic  religious  instruction 
was  not  to  be  given.  They  have  since 
found  out  their  mistake,  as  the  Secularists 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  eliminate  the  name 
of  Christ  from  all  text  books,  and  the  Bible 
is  strictly  forbidden.  The  poems  and  other 
pieces  of  literature  which  were  thus  muti- 
lated have  since  been  restored  to  their 
original  condition.  The  question  of  the 
Bible  in  State  schools  was  brought  up  in 
Parliament  last  month  and  was  defeated  by 
a large  majority.  The  whole  trouble  is 
with  the  Catholics.  The  Catholic  vote  is  a 
unit,  and  the  politicians  fear  it.  The  Cath- 
olics maintain  separate  schools.  They  re- 
fuse to  permit  their  children  to  attend  the 
State  schools  because  there  is  no  religious 
instructions  given.  They  refuse  to  let  re- 
ligious instructions  be  given,  because  it 
cannot  be  given  by  Catholic  teachers. 
What  they  demand  is  a Government  grant 
for  their  denominational  schools.  Thus 
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Catholics  manifest  the  same  vicious  charac- 
ter they  have  shown  for  centuries.  It 
seems  as  though  the  natives  will  have  to 
go  to  the  same  school  in  which  Ingersoll 
now  is  before  they  will  learn  that  there  is 
a God  that  ruleth  among  men. 

Too  much  of  your  valuable  space  has 
been  taken  already  for  me  to  touch  on  those 
questions  which  concern  our  personal  work 
here.  We  will  reserve  these  for  another 
letter.  We  are  both  enjoying  the  best  of 
health. 

Walter  McCarroll. 

AMONG  THE  CIRCASSIANS. 

During  the  summer  holidays  Rev.  R.  J. 
Dodds,  of  Mersina,  with  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Me- 
theny  and  his  brother,  made  a trip  into  the 
interior.  He  writes : We  saw  much  that 
was  interesting  and  in  one  way  and  another, 
added  much  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  in 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  country. 

We  were  several  days  among  the  Circas- 
sians, of  whose  mode  of  life  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  learning  a good  deal.  They 
are  the  chief  robbers  and  highwaymen  of 
the  interior,  and  are  greatly  feared  by  all 
ti'avelers.  But  we  found  them  very  hos- 
pitable. I have  no  doubt  a Circassian 
would  defend  a guest,  even  with  his  life. 

They  appear  to  have  little  taste  or  genius 
for  agriculture.  They  are  a lazy,  indolent 
people.  With  the  permission  of  the  Turk- 
ish Government,  they  keep  slaves,  by  whom 
their  hard  work  is  done,  and  whose  daugh- 
ters they  sell  to  the  Turkish  Pashas  as 
wives.  The  price  of  a girl  is  one  hundred 
dollars  and  upward.  They  have  a strange 
custom  of  stealing  wives,  especially  the 
young  men  of  good  blood  delighting  to 
break  into  a man’s  house  at  midnight  and 
carry  off  his  daughter  to  wife.  I suspect 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  price  of 
the  girl  is  paid  after  the  escapade.  Other- 
wise, it  is  likely,  feuds  would  result. 


There  was  an  attack  made  by  a slave  on 
his  master  in  a village  where  we  spent 
Sabbath.  He  demanded  his  freedom,  and, 
when  the  master  would  not  give  it,  attacked 
him  with  a dagger.  It  created  a great  ex- 
citement. 

One  night  there  was  a theft,  and  as  there 
was  no  clue  by  which  to  detect  the  guilty 
one,  they  resorted  to  a test  which  was 
strange  and  interesting  to  us.  Each 
woman  was  required  to  take  solemn  oath 
that  the  men  of  her  house  had  not  been  out 
during  the  night.  Then  every  man  had  to 
swear  on  the  Koran  that  he  was  innocent 
of  the  crime.  In  addition  to  this  he  had 
to  eat  a piece  of  thin  wafer-like  bread  upon 
which  the  Khoja  had  written  a passage 
from  the  Koran.  They  said  that  if  the 
guilty  person  ate  this  bread  he  would  die, 
or  at  least  be  taken  violently  ill.  We  could 
not  stay  to  see  the  end  and  outcome,  but 
no  one  died  while  we  were  present.  They 
did  not  ask  us  to  take  the  test.  But  they 
gave  us  each  a piece  of  the  bx-ead  to  bring 
home  with  us.  We  were  glad  to  have 
them  as  curiosities. 

On  Sabbath  Day  I had  a conversation 
with  our  host  as  to  the  truth  of  the  Koran. 
I said  that  for  the  truth  and  inspiration  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  there  were  a 
thousand  proofs  ; for  the  Koran  there  was 
not  one ; on  the  contrary,  there  were  a 
thousand  proofs  that  it  was  not  divine  in 
its  origin. 

The  Circassians  keep  their  houses  clean 
and  tidy.  In  this  respect  they  are  good 
housekeepers.  But  they  are  poor  cooks. 
They  have  a way  of  curing  meat  after 
seasoning  it  with  garlic.  We  did  not  relish 
it.  They  live  principally  on  bread  and  tea, 
serving  their  tea  in  glasses,  and  expect  a 
guest  to  drink  three  in  succession.  We 
thought  from  the  number  of  things  we 
observed  that  they  have  a kind  of  supersti- 
tious regard  for  the  number  three. 
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— An  esteemed  father  in  the  ministry 
says  in  a recent  letter : “ You  ask  in  the 
August  number,  ‘ Are  the  friends  of  Mis- 
sions willing  to  pay  one  dollar  for  Olive 
Trees  in  1900“?’  I wrote  that  I was,  and 
now  I enclose  the  money.  Do  what  you 
please  with  it,  only  I want  Olive  Trees 
continued.” 

Other  letters  full  of  good  will  and 
assurances  of  help  have  been  received  from 
others.  An  explanation,  however,  is  neces 
sary.  It  is  not  intended  to  advance  the 
subscription  price  of  Olive  Trees.  Many 
of  its  most  loyal  supporters  can  not  afford 
to  give  more  than  fifty  cents ; and  yet, 
deeply  interested  in  the  missionary  opera- 
tions of  the  Church,  wish  to  have  reliable 
news  every  month.  The  question  was 
asked  in  the  hope  that  some,  who  are  able, 
would  be  willing  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  the  magazine  in  this  way  and  thus  bear  a 
fair  share  in  the  cost  of  its  production. 
As  far  as  Olive  Trees  can  make  out  from 
the  Statistics  of  Synod,  there  must  be 
about  500  families  who  do  not  subscribe 
for  it  and  consequently  have  not  as  correct 
an  idea  of  the  Foreign  Missions  as  they 
ought  to  have.  The  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise are  asked  to  commend  the  Monthly 
to  those  who  are  not  subscribers  that  their 
names  may  be  on  the  mailing  list  for 
January,  1900. 

— Olive  Trees  calls  the  special  attention 
of  its  readers  to  the  work  of  Miss  Cun- 
ningham in  Suadia  {see  p.  297).  Notice  the 
large  number  of  women,  many  of  them 
mothers,  under  her  instruction,  in  addition 
to  the  children  with  whom  she  is  in  daily 
contact.  If  no  work  for  Christ  can  fail,  we 
may  be  assured  that  the  influence  of  her 
teaching  and  life  will  tell  for  good  upon  the 
homes  in  that  part  of  Syria.  There  are 
many  enemies  in  the  field,  some  of  them  at 


one  time  in  the  history  of  the  Mission  its 
avowed  friends,  but  their  efforts  to  retard 
the  progress  of  the  truth  will  not  be  effect- 
ual. One  woman  loyal  to  Christ,  fighting 
under  His  banner  and  for  His  rights,  will 
be  more  than  a match  for  their  combined 
forces.  The  labors  of  this  faithful  mis- 
sionary claim  the  cordial  support  of  every- 
one in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
who  desires  the  extension  of  the  Re- 
deemer’s cause. 

— Pastors  are  requested  to  read  “ Mis- 
sionary Facts”  (p.  283  and p.  312).  These 
articles  have  been  published  in  Olive  Trees 
that  the  many  ministers  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  who  have  not  access 
to  the  missionary  literature  of  to-day,  nor 
time  to  gather  statistics  out  of  the  vol- 
umes coming  constantly  from  the  press, 
may  have  ready  to  hand  abundant  and  re- 
liable material  for  the  illustration  of  their 
missionary  discourses  on  the  first  Sabbath 
of  December.  Everyone  who  has  read  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
presented  to  Synod  in  June,  and  the  let- 
ters received  from  the  several  fields  during 
the  year,  will  be  able,  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  these  “ Missionary  Facts,”  to  pre- 
pare a sermon  that  will  instruct  his  peo- 
ple, create  a new  interest  in  this  depart- 
ment of  the  Church’s  work,  and  call  forth 
liberal  offerings  of  consecrated  money  for 
its  support  and  enlargement.  Those  who 
are  already  familiar  with  these  facts  and 
statistics  should  purchase  Dr.  Dennis' 
“Christian  Missions  and  Social  Progress,” 
and  rejoice  in  the  preaching  of  the  Cross 
as  the  power  and  wisdom  of  God. 

— A letter  from  Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett, 
a member  of  Tarsus  Mission,  mailed  at 
Queenstown,  Ireland,  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, reports  a delightful  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic,  the  only  drawback  being  that 
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it  required  twelve  days  to  make  the  run 
from  Philadelphia  to  that  port.  She  was 
in  good  health. 

— Rev.  Elmer  McBurney  is  on  the  way 
back  to  China.  He  expected  to  sail  from 
San  Francisco  by  the  Pacific  Mail  S.  S- 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  due  at  Hong  Kong  the  8th 
of  this  month.  The  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  refused  to  give  any  coun- 
sel in  this  matter,  much  less  advise  an 
immediate  return.  But  he  is  exceedingly 
glad  that  the  Church  has  in  its  service  a 
man  who  is  ready  to  leave  the  dearest 
earthly  friends  for  the  sake  of  Christ. 
Since  the  time  when  Dr.  Joseph  Beattie 
left  his  wife  in  this  country  to  look  after 
the  education  of  their  children  while  he 
returned  alone  to  Syria  that  the  work  in 
that  field  might  not  suffer  loss,  there  has 
been  no  such  illustration  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  missionary  conse- 
cration. The  friends  of  the  work  will  be 
much  in  prayer  that  Mrs.  McBurney,  who 
is  much  improved,  may  be  completely 
restored  to  health  and  able  to  rejoin  her 
husband  at  the  end  of  a year. 

— Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
departure  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dodds 
Saturday,  October  14.  They  will  sail 
from  New  York  direct  to  London,  and 
crossing  the  continent  will  take  passage  on 
one  of  the  Mediterranean  steamers  for  La- 
takia,  Syria. 

— The  Mission  El-Eman  is  indebted  for 
fifty  cents  to  Mrs.  Rosa  Kasherian. 

— The  New  York  Presbytery  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian*  Church  will  meet  in 
Coldenham,  N.  Y.,  on  Tuesday,  October  17, 
1899.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
celebrate  on  that  occasion  the  centennial 
of  the  congregation.  Leading  places  have 
been  assigned  on  the  program  to  brethren 
whose  close  relationship  to  the  former 
pastors  of  the  church  eminently  quality 
them  to  relate  its  history.  Interesting 
reminiscences  may  be  expected  from  Rev. 


J.  R.  Thompson,  pastor  of  Second  New- 
burgh and  senior  member  of  the  Presbytery. 
And  if  the  services  of  Dr.  McAllister,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  can  be  secured,  he  will  be 
asked  for  an  address  on  the  principles  for 
which  the  congregation  has  stood  for  so 
many  years  in  that  community. 

A brief  report  of  the  exercises  may  be 
looked  for  in  the  next  number  of  Olive 
Trees,  and  any  papers  the  Presbytery  may 
entrust  to  its  columns  for  preservation. 

— Among  the  exchanges  that  come  to  our 
table  not  one  is  more  worthy  of  preserva- 
tion than  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Wit- 
ness, of  Scotland.  The  September  num- 
ber is  brimful  of  good  things.  The  five  or 
six  brieflets,  under  the  general  heading  of 
“The  Witness  Watchtower,”  are  timely 
and  impressive.  All  who  love  Christ  will 
welcome  the  sweet  fragrance  of  the  “roses 
culled”  from  the  flowers  in  Rutherford’s 
garden.  Even  the  general  articles  con- 
tributed by  representative  men  in  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  of  the  British 
Isles  are  not  so  fossiliferous  as  some  arti- 
cles that  we  have  met  with  in  Covenanter 
periodicals  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  mission  news  from  Antioch,  Syria, 
with  jottings  from  other  fields,  and  the 
facts  and  incidents  bearing  on  the  “ Tem- 
perance Reform  ” are  exactly  to  our  taste. 
This  unsolicited  commendation  may  not 
please  our  good  brother,  Dr.  James  Kerr, 
19  Queen  Square,  Glasgow,  who  certainly 
wields  a trenchant  pen,  as,  “smelling  the 
battle  afar,’’  he  rushes,  with  blade  un- 
sheathed, to  the  discussion  of  Ritualism 
and  kindred  questions.  But  we  are  sure 
he  will  cheerfully  mail  his  monthly,  for  one 
dollar  a year,  to  anyone  in  the  United 
States  who  is  so  far  behind  the  times  as 
not  to  subscribe  to  Olive  Trees,  and  con- 
sequently is  sadly  in  need  of  information 
as  to  what  the  Redeemer  is  doing  in  the 
world.  Now  is  a good  time  to  subscribe 
for  1900. 


DIRECTORY  OF 


HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

LINDEN  AVE.,  ALLEGHENY,  PA, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Morton,  Perrysville  Ave. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Wm.  Hice,  Lombard  St. 

Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Sloane,  Sheridan,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sproull,  229  North  Ave. 

Donation  Secretary,  Mrs.  Jno.  Allen,  39  Tremont  St. 

Chairman,  Receiving  Committee,  Mrs.  R.  J.  George,  223  Arch  St. 


For  price  list  of  Psalters  see  Third  Cover  of  August  Number. 


This  space  reserved  for  clean 
advertisements. 

For  terms,  see  2d  page  ot 
cover. 


Bntibed  as  Second  Class  Mattes  at  New  Yore  Post  Omc* 


O’Neill’s, 

6th  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 

Fall  Millinery. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  our  collection  of  Trimmed 

Bonnets  and  Hats  for  Fall  Wear,  now  displayed  in  our 
Big  Millinery  Showroom.  It  includes  scores  of  original 

and  exclusive  designs  by 

The  Most  Noted  Milliners  of 

1 

Paris  and  London.  ::  ::  :: 

As  well  as  hundreds  of  beautiful  styles  from  our  own  work- 
rooms. It  s a display  that  every  woman  about  New  York 
should  see. 

Sixth  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 


